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Good morning, my name is Karen Darch.  I am the President of the Village of Barrington and co-chair of the regional coalition called - The Regional Answer to Canadian National – better known as TRAC.  I appreciate this chance to speak to you today on behalf of the million and a half people who live and work in the numerous communities that will be harmed if the Canadian National Railway (CN) is allowed to purchase the EJ&E line.  


For TRAC, we thank you for your leadership in working with House Transportation Committee Chairman Oberstar to co-sponsor a bill that would do much to insure that reviews of transactions of this type do not automatically favor the railroad.  The bill would make it crystal clear that equal weight will be given to insuring that the safety and well-being of community residents are protected.  We will work with you in the weeks ahead to do everything we can to help get this bill passed before Congress adjourns for the year.  We hope the Surface Transportation Board will refrain from making a decision on this docket until the full Congress has had a chance to act.
Since CN first announced its purchase plans for the EJ&E, Barrington has been engaged in this process.  Over the ensuing months the voice of opposition has grown as community after community up and down the line has joined TRAC.  The unprecedented opposition is evident from the thousands who have turned out for the meetings and rallies in our communities and the thousands of comments received by the STB on this docket.  

We expect thousands more will come out to the upcoming STB public meetings and even more will submit comments on the Draft Environmental Impact Statement, all recognizing that approval of this rail sale will be life changing for individuals, communities, our region and beyond.

As we work on an almost round the clock review of the lengthy DEIS we are shocked by the exorbitant costs in this transaction which American taxpayers are expected to bear, we notice a failure to review helpful alternatives like the CREATE program, we see confirmation that regional detriments outweigh regional benefits and we recognize that issues like the negative economic effect of this sale on our nation’s ports have not even been considered.  

There is one very clear beneficiary in this proposed transaction – a private interest – CN.  But the growing voices of TRAC are shouting that the public interest is not served by this.  There is too much harm.  

We think STB Commissioner Buttrey had it absolutely correct in summarizing our objections as his own concern in his concurrence in the July 25 STB decision on the transaction timetable.  He said, and I quote,
“For this proposed transaction, the scope, in terms of track mileage and transaction cost, is relatively low.  However, the issues related to environmental impacts, mitigation costs, and impacts on the affected communities both now and in the future appear to be incredibly high.   . . . it is hard to imagine how even the most far-reaching mitigation measures would be enough to offset the balance of environmental detriments that would flow from this proposal.” 

Now I will turn it over to Mayor Weisner to outline the TRAC perspective in greater detail.  Again, thank you for this opportunity and for your legislation.  I would be happy to join in answering your questions after this panel has concluded its remarks.  Thank you.  
