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CN purchase 'non-negotiable'
By REGAN FOSTER - rfoster@nwherald.com

As a Melissa Bean-requested study designed to look at the environmental, social and economic impact a proposed rail purchase will have on the area is under way, a Republican hopeful for Bean’s seat has challenged that she hasn’t taken a strong enough stance on the sale.

Steve Greenberg, a Long Grove Republican who is making his bid for his party’s nomination for the 8th District Congressional seat, said U.S. Rep. Melissa Bean, D-Barrington, should take a definitive stance on Canadian National’s proposal to buy a substantial portion of the Elgin, Joliet & Eastern Railway.

Greenberg filed a letter to Vernon Williams, secretary of the U.S. Surface Transportation Board, stating his “staunch opposition” to Canadian National’s proposal to buy about 200 miles of the Elgin, Joliet & Eastern Railway. Canadian National has said it could increase from five to 20 the number of daily trains running from Waukegan to South Chicago.

The transportation board is a federal agency with regulatory control over new rail-line construction, abandonment and mergers. It must approve Canadian National’s proposal before the sale is completed.

“I consider this one of those non-negotiables,” Greenberg said Wednesday. “The effect it will have and the damage it’s going to cause to this community – this is not going to do anything [for] the Lake Barrington community or Lake Zurich community.”

Bean countered that she pushed the transportation board to complete an Environmental Impact Statement on the purchase. She requested the review in a Nov. 21 letter to Williams and also expressed concern about the impact the sale would have on the quality of life throughout her district.

“We’ve been supportive of an open and transparent process with the Surface Transportation Board that is going to make the [voting board members] fully informed,” Bean added. “What I was assured by the chairman of the board is not every sale gets approved.”

Residents who attended Wednesday’s open houses were given the chance to gather information and express to the board their written opinions.

Field hearings, when those same residents could get the chance to speak on their concerns, are expected to follow this summer.

Still, Greenberg chided Bean for not doing enough.

“All that is, is a snapshot so she can look like she’s doing something,” Greenberg said.

Bean said she did not know of any legislators who had taken a definitive position when it came to the sale. The federal government’s role, she said, is not to interfere with two corporations engaging in a sale but to encourage the transportation board to hear residents’ voices in the process.

“I have said I have concerns about it,” she said. “I think it’s important so [residents] can weigh in.” 

