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For Sharon Root, the biggest headache that comes with living near the EJ&E Railroad tracks is the occasional case of cracked plaster.

"We enjoy sitting on our back porch with a glass of wine and listening to the Cubs game," the Frankfort woman said. "When the trains go by, we stop the conversation and crank up the radio a little louder."

If a proposed sale of the EJ&E is approved, the number of trains passing Root's 125-year-old house will jump from about six to 28 a day. She fears that increased traffic will send her property value and quality of life plummeting.

"No one is going to buy any of the houses along the train tracks," Root said. "We never, ever thought this could happen."

Root was one of dozens of concerned homeowners at a hearing Tuesday in Matteson to vent about Canadian National Railroad's pending purchase of the EJ&E. Montreal-based CN wants to buy the 198 miles of EJ&E track that encircles the Chicago region for $300 million, using the line to reroute trains clogging tracks leading into Chicago.

The hearing was one of seven hosted by the U.S. Department of Transportation's Surface Transportation Board in towns along the EJ&E line.

Phillis Johnson-Ball, the board's deputy chief, said attendance at the hearings is averaging about 75. One in Barrington drew about 1,600.

The Surface Transportation Board, Johnson-Ball said, will weigh the comments, along with studies on the the environmental and economic impacts of increasing traffic on the EJ&E, before ruling on whether the sale can go through. The process will take at least a year to complete.

Johnson-Ball said the board can demand that CN mitigate some of negative impact on residents by demanding that the railroad soundproof homes or build underpasses and overpasses where the EJ&E crosses major streets.
Nancy Madrigal, of Blue Island, came to the hearing hoping to find out whether more traffic on the EJ&E line means fewer trains in her town.

"The last number of years, there has been a big increase in trains," Madrigal said. "There always has been a dance to get in and out of the community."

CN spokesman Jim Kvedaras said 114 jobs with the EJ&E will be eliminated in the merger, but the affected employees will have the option of staying with CN in other positions. The workers will be guaranteed jobs for six years, he said.

"Experienced railroaders are hard to come by," Kvedaras said. "We want to keep them in the industry."

CN Railroad's proposed purchase of the EJ&E Railroad will increase the average number of trains per day along the EJ&E line in some suburbs, while reducing the number on CN's tracks.

Now Proposed

Joliet 18.5 42.3

Frankfort 6.4 28.3

Matteson 8.6 31.6

Markham 19.5 18.5

Blue Island 14.9 13.9

Source: Surface Transportation Board
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