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TRAC COALITION REMAINS OPTIMISTIC WITH PRESIDENT-ELECT OBAMA ON THE RECORD AS OPPOSED TO CN/EJ&E DEAL 

 Coalition Urges House & Senate Congressional Leaders to Take Action During “Lame Duck” Session
CHICAGO (November 13, 2008) – The Regional Answer To Canadian National (TRAC) Coalition believes President-elect Barack Obama will be an ally in their effort to oppose Canadian National Railway’s (CN) efforts to acquire the EJ&E Railway. On June 24th, Senator Obama penned correspondence stating that he is “opposed to the merger as currently proposed” and cited harm to commuter rail stating “the negative effect on important public transportation projects, such as Metra’s New Start project STAR Line, as well as existing Amtrak service, is cause for additional concern.”  

Further, TRAC leaders are urging U.S. Senator Dick Durbin and Congressional leaders on both sides of the aisle to advocate for the inclusion of H.R. 6707 in legislation poised to pass both chambers during the lame-duck session, a term used to describe legislative activity following an election.
“We’re pleased that President-elect Obama committed several months ago to oppose this transaction due to its negative impact to the region, said Karen Darch, Barrington Village President, Co-Chair of TRAC. “It is imperative that our Congressional delegation advocate for passage of H.R. 6707 in the final days of Congress to ensure that our nation’s rail policy is balanced and fair.”  
“The future of commuter rail is in jeopardy if this acquisition is approved,” said Tom Weisner, Mayor of Aurora, Co-Chair of TRAC. “The STB (Surface Transportation Board) will be making a decision shortly and it’s important for our leaders in Washington to demonstrate the continued depth of opposition to this transaction.”
Obama further stated, “I am seriously concerned about the potential hardship for communities associated with increased freight traffic, including traffic delays and the effect on emergency responders in communities who must pass through many at-grade crossings to reach people who need their help.  Cities and towns along the EJ&E line must be assured that their commerce and their safety are not imperiled by slow-moving trains that could be as much as two miles in length.  
TRAC (The Regional Answer to Canadian National) is a coalition of suburban leaders that have joined forces to ensure the quality of life of more than one million residents in 40 Chicagoland communities is not adversely impacted by this proposed acquisition. TRAC includes municipal and county leaders from Lake, Cook, McHenry, Kane, DuPage and Will Counties along with northwest Indiana. Barrington Communities Against CN Rail Congestion represents the interest of Barrington area communities and is an active member of TRAC. For more information, visit www.fightrailcongestion.com
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