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TRAC COALITION DISCREDITS METROPOLIS 2020 STUDY ENDORSING CN/EJ&E ACQUISITION
 Transportation and Planning Experts’ Concerns About Transaction Still Not Addressed
CHICAGO – The Regional Answer to Canadian National (TRAC) Coalition dismisses the findings in the Metropolis 2020 study as “short-sighted” as it fails to address the major concerns for residents who are adversely impacted in the region.  Further, TRAC notes that several third party experts have expressed concerns about the lack of thorough data and long-term analysis used by federal regulators and now Metropolis 2020 to justify this transaction.
“Once again, we have a report that fails to address the core issues at play for the region, said Barrington Village President Karen Darch, Co-Chair, TRAC. “When we can’t get clear answers to explain the questionable data, we have to wonder why. ” 
“This is simply a belated attempt by Metropolis 2020 to justify the group’s early and unquestioning support of the CN/EJ&E purchase,” said Aurora Mayor Tom Weisner, Co-Chair, TRAC. “This analysis fails to explore the long-term ramifications to the communities impacted by this deal whether it’s a 400% increase in traffic or the fact that current efficiency and expanded commuter rail is in jeopardy because of this deal.”
Third Party Experts on CN/EJ&E (Excerpts from Congressional Field Hearing)
 

· "...we feel it [the EIS Report] falls short in addressing many of the concerns that we outlined in our comments on the EIS scope.  Notably, these include the time horizon of the study, the range of considered alternatives, the capacity constraint analysis, and the lack of required mitigation measures,” Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning (CMAP)
· “Transportation funding has been stagnant for 10 years. The bottom line is, we're in maintenance mode,” Diane O'Keefe of the Illinois Department of Transportation
· Canadian National has said it wants the Metra line to be on its own separate right-of-way, which would be considerably more expensive…Our issue is and continues to be joint use of trackage. Clearly, our job would be easier without Canadian National running the EJ&E," Philip Pagano, Executive Director, Metra
-more-
Furthermore, a funding structure to pay for necessary  mitigation, as outlined by federal elected leaders and transportation experts, has yet to be identified and TRAC maintains that U.S. taxpayers should not be forced to subsidize billions of dollars in necessary improvement that is evident with this deal. 
TRAC (The Regional Answer to Canadian National) is a coalition of suburban leaders that have joined forces to ensure that the safety and quality of life of more than one million residents in 40 Chicagoland communities is not adversely impacted by this proposed acquisition. TRAC includes municipal and county leaders from Lake, Cook, McHenry, Kane, DuPage and Will Counties along with northwest Indiana. Barrington Communities Against CN Rail Congestion represents the interest of Barrington area communities and is an active member of TRAC. For more information, visit www.fightrailcongestion.com.
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