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TRAC COALITION STATEMENT ON FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT RELATED TO CANADIAN NATIONAL/EJ&E ACQUISITION 
 Final EIS Fails to Address Core Issues for the Region
CHICAGO – The Regional Answer to Canadian National (TRAC) Coalition has issued the following statement regarding the final environmental impact statement (FEIS) on the proposed Canadian National/EJ&E acquisition:

“Since this acquisition was announced, we have seen an unprecedented demonstration of opposition from taxpayers, communities and our lawmakers in Washington based on the negative consequences that would result from this transaction. Yet, it appears these concerns fell on deaf ears. One would think an acquisition that would increase freight traffic by 400% through communities, increase noise and air pollution, dismantle commuter rail operations and force taxpayers to subsidize $1 billion for a private sector transaction would be rejected. Unfortunately, this FEIS is a rubber stamp for CN to increase its bottom line at the expense of taxpayers and families in the greater Chicagoland region.  It would be a travesty if the STB approved this transaction based on the flawed analysis that is the hallmark of this FEIS.”
TRAC has consistently stated that taxpayers in the region – no matter where you live – should not be responsible for mitigation costs that adversely impact their quality of life. This belief has been echoed by President-Elect Obama who stated in April 15, 2008 correspondence on this issue that “the costs associated with any infrastructure improvements required by this increased freight traffic should be largely borne by CN” and concluded that, “any merger should reflect a solid commitment by the new owners to pay for these improvements.” 
TRAC (The Regional Answer to Canadian National) is a coalition of suburban leaders that have joined forces to ensure that the safety and quality of life of more than one million residents in 40 Chicagoland communities is not adversely impacted by this proposed acquisition. TRAC includes municipal and county leaders from Lake, Cook, McHenry, Kane, DuPage and Will Counties along with northwest Indiana. Barrington Communities Against CN Rail Congestion represents the interest of Barrington area communities and is an active member of TRAC. For more information, visit www.fightrailcongestion.com.
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