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Rail deal bad for county
The planned purchase of the EJ&E Railroad has caused consternation throughout much of the suburbs.

Canadian National Railway in September plans announced to buy the railroad from U.S. Steel for $300 million. The purchase would mean that some communities in the suburbs would see fewer freight trains every day, but others would see many more trains.

More trains means that major transportation thoroughfares that have rail crossings will see more delays caused by long freight trains. And that fact has some suburban communities that already are wrestling with clogged roads up in arms. The EJ&E stretches more than 200 miles. It loops around Chicago, starting in Waukegan, winding southwest past Lake Zurich, continuing south and passing by west of Naperville and east of Joliet, before finishing in a straight easterly direction that passes right through Chicago Heights.

Canadian National has said that freight-train congestion throughout the Chicago area would be relieved through the purchase of the EJ&E. Among the issues that must be considered is what type of impact the purchase would have on Metra’s long-planned STAR Line. The purchase must be approved by the Surface Transportation Board. Among the hoops Canadian National must clear is an extensive environmental study.

Although we can sympathize with the need for improved rail efficiency, we cannot support Canadian National’s attempt to purchase this rail line at this time.

For McHenry County, the buy could add to an already unacceptable level of traffic congestion. Although the EJ&E does not cross into McHenry County, the rail line does cross Route 14 and Route 59. Both roads are key access points for McHenry County. We simply cannot support any project that will add freight-train traffic to Route 14 and Route 59 crossings that would create delays and add to the traffic congestion that McHenry County already deals with. 

