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Canadian National Railroad (CN) filed an application on October 30, 2007 with the U.S. Surface Transportation Board (STB) to purchase the EJ&E freight railroad line that runs through the center of the Village of Barrington.  This purchase and subsequent rerouting and growth of significant freight traffic through the area will have a major detrimental impact on traffic flow and safety for the entire region.  For this reason, the Villages of Barrington, Barrington Hills, Lake Barrington, North Barrington, South Barrington, Tower Lakes, and Deer Park, along with Cuba and Barrington Townships have united to fight this acquisition’s staggering adverse impact on their communities.   
Acquisition Summary:

The EJ&E line is a 198 mile freight line that runs in an arc around Chicago extending from Waukegan to the north, to Joliet at its southwestern point, and finally terminates in Gary, Indiana.  The line – with a history dating back to the 19th century -- is currently owned by the United States Steel Corporation and has not been used as a primary freight routing line at any point in its history.  

CN plans to purchase the EJ&E rail line for $300 million and then invest an additional $100 million over the coming three years to improve the line’s infrastructure to maximize operations.  CN plans to increase traffic on the line in three ways – the rerouting of existing freight traffic from Chicago; adding new traffic, including significant amounts of traffic from western Canadian ports; and, making this Chicago by-pass routing available to the four other mega-railroads that operate in the greater Chicagoland area.  Canadian National’s CEO E. Hunter Harrison says of the EJ&E route -- “from an operational strategic standpoint… it’s huge value to us.  We have really maybe only scratched the surface on what the potential may be here down the line.”
The STB has authority to approve or disapprove the CN/EJ&E acquisition, with a statutory mandate to approve the acquisition unless it finds that it would reduce freight transportation competition.  However, it also has a statutory duty to consider environmental and transportation impact (broadly defined to include safety, congestion and other issues.)  
There is far more to this acquisition than consideration of the benefits to railroads and shippers.  While the greater Barrington area recognizes Chicagoland’s importance as the leading North American rail freight hub, and understands Chicago’s congestion concerns, there is a need for CN and regulators to understand that without serious mitigation, this region is ill-suited for the volume of freight that would ensue.

Impacted Barrington Area Communities:

From Ela Road on the north down to Penny Road on the south, there are 8 street grade-level crossings of the EJ&E tracks and the roads serving the Barrington area communities.  Each of these crossings has been identified on the attached map.  Specific roads that will be directly impacted are Ela, Cuba, Lake Zurich, Route 14, Hough Street (Route 59), Lake Cook, Otis and Penny.  

The Village of Barrington is the hub at the point of interconnectivity of the surrounding towns as the Village has the major north-south arterial roads running through its center (Route 59/Hough Street and Route 14),  as well as Lake Cook Road, which serves as a major east-west route.  All three will be impacted by the increased freight traffic as they carry heavy commuter traffic flow on a daily basis.  Finally, the Village is also the location of the main Metra commuter station for the area -- with a track also crossed by the EJ&E that services more that 1,700 commuters a day from the region.    

The majority of District 220 Schools (the school district that serves most of the Barrington area) including its only high school, its two middle schools, and 4 out of it 8 elementary schools are all located in the Village of Barrington.  
Emergency services will have increased difficulty while responding to emergencies with the prospect of multiple crossings being blocked at once.  Delays in fire, ambulance or police help due to emergency responders waiting for a freight train to clear a crossing (or multiple crossings) could mean the difference between life and death for those seeking 911 assistance.  Additionally, repeated train delays will unfortunately bring out the worst in people and it is reasonable to expect aggressive driving to make up the time lost due to gridlocked traffic.  An increase in “cut-through” traffic in residential streets can be predicted by motorists who are desperate to find a way to their destination. 

Traffic Flow Impacts:

The CN application states that the Barrington region will experience an increase of at least 15 new freight trains per day.  The application, however, grossly understates the number of new trains that will ultimately pass through Barrington.  The application only counts changes in traffic from a base of what moved at the end of 2006 -- ignoring the additional container traffic that CN plans to transport from the Port of Prince Rupert, which only opened in 2007.   That traffic is projected by CN to be 4 million TEU’s or “20-foot equivalent units” by 2015.  It also ignores rail traffic of the other four mega-railroads CN plans to admit to the EJ&E line.  Finally, it only measures traffic increases for three years out, thus ignoring the growth in overall rail traffic in the Chicago area that is projected to increase by 80% in the next 20 years.  

All this traffic would be added to a line currently carrying only 3 to 5 trains per day.  Given that freight trains can take up to 6 minutes to pass through a single railroad crossing when things are running smoothly, the greater Barrington region is looking at the potential for a traffic flow nightmare of immense proportions in the near future.  This is further evidenced by the reality that one single 6,000 foot freight train (an average sized freight train) could block all four central Village of Barrington rail crossings at one time as the distance between the four is only 5,918 feet.  Clearly, freight traffic induced gridlock threatens the functionality and future viability of the entire region.
Acquisition Status:
Thanks to the active involvement of regional citizens who contacted the STB, the Board issued a ruling on November 26, 2007 stating that it would do an in-depth environmental review and analysis as part of its review process – an “Environmental Impact Statement” or EIS.  As part of the initial stages of this process, the Board’s Section on Environmental Analysis will be conducting citizen meetings in the region on January 9, 2008 from 1:00 to 4:00 pm and again from 6:00 until 8:00 pm at the Makray Memorial Golf Club at 1010 South Northwest Highway in Barrington.  Check www.FightRailCongestion.com to view details on this process and how you can become involved.
