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FEDERAL REGULATORS AND RAILROADS BROKER DEAL 
THAT WILL SEND MORE DANGEROUS CRUDE OIL 
THROUGH SMALL TOWN AMERICA
Local Government Leaders Cry Foul

CHICAGO – Prompted by the growing number of derailments throughout North America in the past year of trains transporting crude oil in defective DOT-111 tank cars, including the fatal accident in the small town of Lac-Megantic, Quebec that killed 47 this past summer, federal regulators struck an agreement on January 16 that fails to stop the use of these dangerous tank cars.  Instead, the backroom deal, from which local governments were excluded, will insure that rail cars identified as defective in a 1991 federal agency report travel only through small town America.  

U.S. Department of Transportation officials met yesterday in Washington DC with lobbyists from the oil and railroad industries and agreed that the railroads would voluntarily “examine” rerouting crude oil trains around “high risk” areas in the next 30 days.  

“We wonder why municipalities that have played a major role in the debate, and who will bear the consequences of future incidents, were excluded from the closed meeting.” says Karen Darch, Mayor of Barrington, IL who has petitioned the federal government since April 2012 to remove the defective tank cars from hazmat service until they are fixed.  “A rerouting change means that the railroads will try to avoid major cities and transport the lion’s share of crude oil through small towns like Lac-Megantic, Casselton, ND, Aliceville, AL and Plaster Rock, New Brunswick -- the towns where all recent crude oil train derailment catastrophes have actually occurred.  They seem to be trying to do anything but the obvious – taking these tank cars out of service.”   

Darch’s rail safety coalition partner, Mayor Tom Weisner of Aurora, IL, adds, “Federal regulators have known since 1991 that the DOT-111 tank car can puncture easily and catastrophically in derailments. More than two decades later, the safety of families whose taxes pay the salaries of these regulators is still at risk because of our government’s failure to rectify the real problem.  Have the lives of small town families somehow become more expendable than the lives of city dwellers?”

Local elected government leaders have joined the repeated calls by the National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) – a federal agency that investigates and makes safety recommendations – to institute improved safety standards for all DOT-111 tank cars.  Despite 20-plus years of NTSB investigations, studies, and reports, federal regulators are delaying the adoption of new safety-enhancing regulations pending additional study and deliberation.  Municipal leaders are calling on Congress to step in and force regulators to act aggressively to protect public safety for all Americans before more lives are needlessly lost.



Hartford, VT Town Manager and past president of the Vermont League of Cities and Towns, Hunter Reisberg notes, “This supposed solution to the increased danger of crude oil and ethanol moving by rail is a fantasy.  It doesn’t reduce the risk; it simply shifts the location of that risk to insure that some people live in greater danger than others. In fact, it moves these ticking time bombs to areas that have less ability to activate the type of emergency response necessary to fight the infernos that result from these derailments.” 

Peter Nielsen, president of the Maine Municipal Association and Town Manager of Oakland Maine adds, “That Lac-Megantic train was a few miles from the Maine border and heading our way when it derailed.  Perhaps the folks in Washington should come and meet with the people who live along that rail line and explain why a tank car that turns a simple derailment into a catastrophic and potentially fatal disaster can’t be removed from service.”

The local elected leaders are all members of local government coalitions working together to demand action on matters of rail safety:  the TRAC Coalition, an ad hoc group of local governments in the greater Chicagoland area, as well as the Cross-Border Municipal Coalition for Railway Safety, founded by the Union of Quebec Municipalities in response to the Lac-Megantic tragedy. 

###

image1.jpeg
TRACe

The Regional Answer to Canadian National





