RESOLUTION  #


(CITY, TOWN, VILLAGE, COUNTY, COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS _____ ) RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE STRENGTHENING OF RAIL SAFETY STANDARDS

BEFORE THE PIPELINES AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS SAFETY ADMINISTRATION AS REQUESTED IN THE APRIL 3, 2012 BARRINGTON, ILLINOIS AND TRAC PETITION 

Whereas, rail freight operations impact thousands of villages, towns, cities and counties across the United States of America; and

Whereas, safe rail operations are of critical interest to local units of government based on the responsibility local governments have to provide emergency response units to manage the impact of rail accidents and derailments in communities across the country; and

Whereas, ethanol and crude oil are a large and growing segment of hazardous materials being shipped across the nation via freight rail and will likely continue to be the transport mode of choice; and

Whereas, for over two decades it has been known to industry and federal regulators that there are safety-related defects in the DOT-111 tank car that serves as the primary tank car used in the shipping of these hazardous flammable materials via freight rail; and 

Whereas, the current freight rail industry practice of having train crews provide a physical hand-over of a train cargo list (consist) to emergency responders when a train is involved in an accident is impractical and counter-productive to facilitating a prompt and appropriate emergency management response; and

Whereas, the federal Pipelines and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration (PHMSA) regulates the safe transport of hazardous materials by railroads in the United States; and

Whereas, the business decisions of railroad companies and hazardous material shippers impact the safety, environment, and emergency response system in the communities in which the freight railroads traverse; and

Whereas, industry has failed to act in the last two decades to correct the known defects in DOT-111 tank cars, and use technology appropriately to provide electronic real-time consist information to emergency responders; and 
Whereas, the petition jointly submitted to PHMSA on April 3, 2012 by Barrington, Illinois and the TRAC Coalition accurately reflects the point of view of local governments and the National Transportation Safety Board on the necessary changes needed in federal regulations and/or law to better protect public safety relative to DOT-111 tank car safety and train consist dissemination; and 
Whereas, the April 3, 2012 petition provides a compelling rationale for making long overdue changes in safe rail operations vis-a-vis retrofitting existing DOT-111 tank cars and requiring electronic consist dissemination; and
Whereas, the April 3, 2012 petition demonstrates that the cost of a DOT-111 tank car fleet retrofit for existing cars would be of nominal expense over the remaining average thirty-year lifespan for the existing fleet.
Therefore, Be It Resolved by the Corporate Authorities of


, Illinois as follows:
Section 1:  We support the April 3, 2012 petition of Barrington, Illinois and the TRAC Coalition seeking new regulations to: retrofit existing DOT-111 tank cars used to transport Group I and II Packing Materials; and, require railroads involved in an accident or derailment to provide real-time electronic dissemination of the train consist to local emergency responders charged with managing emergency response efforts.
Section 2:  This Resolution shall take effect from and after its passage and approval as provided by law.

Section 3:  This adopted Resolution shall be sent to the Pipelines and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration urging expeditious action on the joint Barrington and TRAC Coalition April 3, 2012 petition (with a copy sent to the TRAC Coalition c/o the Village of Barrington, Illinois.)
Section 4:  This adopted Resolution shall be sent to the United States Congress asking that it officially endorse regulatory action by PHMSA in support of the April 3, 2012 petition.
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