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Beese: Turn up the tunes and relax
The effort to stop Canadian National’s proposed rail buyout of the Elgin, Joliet & Eastern Railroad has reached a fevered pitch, with a plethora of letters, protests and news conferences.

I can understand anger over Canada putting baseball slugger Frank Thomas in the unemployment line this week and giving us Keanu Reeves and such forgettable films as “The Lake House.” But anger for Canadian National? I don’t see it.

The quadrupling of traffic on the  EJ&E tracks – as the Canadian railroad company is proposing – sounds daunting. However, the increase is from five to 20 trains a day. Towns such as Wheaton are doing just fine with more than 100 trains heading through town on a daily basis.

CN’s impact on the northwest suburbs is far less than any other region the EJ&E tracks travel. Growing up in the south suburbs, I was late for more than a ballgame or two because of train traffic. Even today, in some south suburbs, gates are in the down position about 40 percent of the day.

That makes a few more trains per day along Route 14 not so horrific.

I cringe like everyone else when I see those flashing red lights and gates coming down at a rail crossing. Waiting at rail crossings is one of the prices to pay when you combine the freedom to travel to White Castle or anywhere else you want via automobile with the freedom to buy anything you want because goods are shipped across the country via the rails.

Plus, if motorists never had to wait at rail crossings, man never would have invented the car radio or the Howard Stern show.

Tuesday’s ranting about CN at least moved beyond the “Boo-hoo! We don’t like sitting at train crossings” and on to a legitimate issue: Making Canadian National pay its fair share for mitigation efforts.

That is legit. Canadian National must put an appropriate amount – and “appropriate” is always in the eye of the beholder – into mitigation, especially in the wake of Tuesday’s CN shareholders’ meeting, where it was announced that the company netted $2.1 billion in net income last year. That revelation makes the company’s offer of $40 million for overpasses and other efforts look a little chintzy.

According to members of The Regional Answer to Canadian National, that will pay for only one overpass, leaving 142 rail crossings in the northwest suburbs to address. Spending my workdays with words instead of blueprints and protractors, I have no idea whether that is accurate, but it probably is in the ballpark. But residents also need to know that not every rail crossing will be getting an overpass because what might be a major inconvenience to them might not play out as a major inconvenience on the regional stage. In some cases, the mitigation will be sound walls, berms and establishing quiet zones.

Canadian National needs to continue dialogue with area towns and be benevolent in its mitigation efforts. It should be a good neighbor and give people a warm feeling about Canada. Especially because Keanu Reeves’ next movie can’t be that far away.
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