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April 27, 2010
The Honorable Daniel R Elliott III
Chairperson

Surface Transportation Board

Suite 1220

395 E Street, SW

Washington DC, 200423-0001











VIA E-MAIL

RE: CN Oral Hearing – Wednesday, April 28, 2010
Dear Chairman Elliot:
Thank you for your continuing effort to monitor implementation of Canadian National’s purchase of the EJ&E railroad.  We are pleased that the Board will be conducting a hearing on April 28, 2010 in order to allow a more complete review of blocked crossing data.  While this hearing will address many issues of great importance to the communities along the EJ&E rail line, we would respectfully request that the Board focus on one of the HDR-identified causal factors of the crossed blockings issue:  malfunctioning grade crossing equipment.  

In its April 14, 2010 Task 3 Train Volumes and Street Blockages Memorandum to the Board, HDR notes that CN had not been reporting crossing delays when “the grade-crossing signal system had activated but no train was actually present.”  As you know from prior TRAC communications, there has been a pattern of incidents with grade crossing malfunctions, including the tragic incident on the CN rail line in University Park just 10 days ago.  
In TRAC’s October 14, 2009 letter to the Surface Transportation Board (attached), among other issues expressed, we raised a concern about two gate crossing incidents that had occurred in June and July of 2009.  These two incidents occurred at the EJ&E crossing at Shoe Factory Road in Hoffman Estates, Illinois within three days of each other.  The incidents were reported to TRAC and the Board through the TRAC website’s complaint registration mechanism.  We are providing the verbatim information shared with TRAC and the Board last summer as the two occurrences are eerily similar to what appears to have occurred in University Park on April 16. 
· June 28 at 10:00 pm: Heading west on Shoe Factory Road from Route 59--train approaching intersection from the north side of Shoe Factory Road.  We felt alarmed and endangered for our lives when we noticed the train was bearing down on intersection about 200 feet away--yet the gates were still up.  We were traveling at the speed limit--so did not have time to stop.  Within 10 seconds of clearing intersection the gates were lowered.  Somebody MUST MUST look into this.  There is a definite malfunction.  I will now stop like the school buses do before I cross the tracks.  
· July 1 at 9:00 pm: For the second time in two days--the gates are coming down almost too late the crossing.  Train was approaching the crossing at Shoe Factory Road--we were traveling east on Shoe Factory Road towards 59.  Train was coming fast from the north--gates were still up but the train was approx two hundred feet away.  SCARED TO DEATH!! Once we passed over the crossing-the gates were lowered.  I have lived here for three years and have not noticed this to be a problem until very recently.  
Since the facts presented to the Board over six months ago deal with gate activation malfunctions, and that such malfunctions are noted by HDR as occurring in some of the cases for which CN has failed to report blocked crossings, we request that you ask CN to explain how it deals generally with gate maintenance issues.  Specifically, CN should provide to the Board documentation that indicates where gate malfunctions have occurred on the EJ&E for the last year; how frequently regular maintenance has been performed on all EJ&E crossing activation equipment; and explain to what extent it has failsafe procedures in place to minimize risks stemming from crossing gate malfunctions.  
We know that the Surface Transportation Board, as well as the Federal Rail Administration, shares our community concern about safety.  Therefore, we hope that you will make this concern a priority on Wednesday, as this is of timely and utmost concern to the region’s residents.  
Thank you for your consideration of our request. Again, we appreciate the time and attention that you and your agency have given to this significant issue for our communities.

Sincerely,

Karen Darch





Tom Weisner
TRAC Co-Chair & President, Barrington 

TRAC Co-Chair & Mayor, Aurora
kdarch@barrington-il.gov



tweisner@aurora-il.org.

Copies to:

Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood

Administrator Joseph Szabo, Federal Rail Administration

House Transportation & Infrastructure Committee Chairman Jesse Oberstar

House Transportation & Infrastructure Committee Ranking Member John Mica

Members of the Illinois Congressional Delegation

