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TRAC CALLS ON FEDERAL AGENCIES TO INCREASE THEIR OVERSIGHT OF 
CN BASED ON ROCKFORD DISASTER
CN Safety Record is One of the Worst of all Freight Carriers
CHICAGO (July 6, 2009)  – The Regional Answer to Canadian National (TRAC) is asking both the Federal Rail Administration (FRA) and the Surface Transportation Board (STB) to increase their oversight of Canadian National following the recent tragic derailment that occurred in Rockford. In correspondence to both agencies, TRAC has pointed out that both agencies have the authority over CN to ask it to revise its safety plan to insure that CN’s actions on matters relating to operational safety begin to mirror its promises. Additionally, both agencies have the power to impose additional safety requirements and take action based on CN’s demonstrated failure to adhere to its safety plan. The recent incident in Rockford is the third CN-related accident in Northern Illinois since January; in January a CN train derailed in Buffalo Grove and in March another CN train sparked a brushfire in Plainfield and Joliet. The following statement can be attributed to TRAC:
“The issue of safety has been one of the top issues for the communities and residents impacted by the CN/EJ&E merger. Unfortunately, CN has misrepresented its commitment to public safety and its record. Their own government gave them low safety marks and since January we’ve seen three major incidents. It’s time for the federal government to enhance its oversight based on the safety meltdown at CN to protect the communities since CN is unwilling to do so.”

CN’s Safety Record
Following the Rockford incident that resulted in the death of one woman and injuries for nine others, TRAC believes that it is time for both the FRA and STB to look at CN’s poor safety record and impose stricter safety restrictions on the company based on a number of additional factors: 
· The FRA’s 2008 safety data shows that CN has the highest rate of accidents per mile of the six largest railroads in North America. 
· A 2005 Canadian Government Report that audited CN’s operations, and found that 54% of CN locomotives, 50% of its train brakes and 26% of the CN-maintained crossings were found to be defective. In a report released by the Canadian Parliament, CN received the lowest grade level possible on implementing safety management systems (SMS) designed to offset accidents and other safety hazards.   
· A “climate of fear” that CN has fostered for employees trying to report safety-related problems. 

About the TRAC Coalition 
In December, the STB approved Canadian National Railroad’s application to purchase the nearly dormant Elgin Joliet and Eastern Railway (which loops around Chicago) despite an unprecedented amount of opposition to the transaction.  TRAC (The Regional Answer to Canadian National) is a coalition of suburban leaders that have joined forces to ensure the quality of life of more than one million residents in numerous Chicagoland communities is not adversely impacted by the CN/EJ&E acquisition. TRAC includes municipal and county leaders from Lake, Cook, McHenry, Kane, DuPage and Will Counties. For more information or to review a copy of the TRAC request to the STB and FRA, visit www.fightrailcongestion.com 
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