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MEMBERS OF CONGRESS MEET WITH TRAC TO DISCUSS LEGISLATIVE ACTION AND STB APPOINTMENT 
Congresswoman Bean and Congressman Foster Engage in Important Dialogue with Local Leaders
CHICAGO – Congresswoman Melissa Bean (D-8) and Congressman Bill Foster (D-14) joined members of The Regional Answer to Canadian National (TRAC) Coalition meeting on Friday to provide a Congressional update on the issues surrounding the CN/EJ&E. Both Members of Congress discussed the reintroduction of federal legislation heightening the requirement of the Surface Transportation Board (STB) to take into account community impact concerning rail mergers. H.R. 3140, The Taking Responsible Action for Community Safety (TRACS) Act, was sponsored by Congresswoman Bean, co-sponsored by Congressman Foster, members of the Illinois Congressional Delegation and House Transportation Committee Chairman Jim Oberstar.

The growing concerns related to Canadian National’s safety record were discussed, including two serious crashes last month in Park Forest and Rockford which resulted in one fatality and several injuries. Both members reaffirmed their commitment to working with impacted communities to mitigate the serious safety, environmental and economic ramifications that are already being experiences due an increased number of CN trains being transferred onto the EJ&E. 
"I was pleased to join Congressman Foster and the TRAC Coalition to discuss how we can address the failures of the existing STB process to adequately protect communities," said Rep. Bean. "The TRACS Act would require the STB to give equal consideration to safety and community impact as to commerce concerns when making decisions about rail transactions and expansions."

“We need to continue looking for solutions that will make our communities safer while reducing the economic and environmental harm that could come as a result of this merger. I look forward to continuing my work with Rep. Bean, Mayor Weisner, and the TRAC organization in pursuing those solutions.” said Rep. Foster.
 “This legislation will force the STB to give greater consideration to local impacts when deciding whether to approve a purchase like Canadian National’s,” said Aurora Mayor and TRAC co-chair Tom Weisner. “Consideration of local impacts was clearly inadequate in the CN/EJ&E acquisition.”
 “We would like to thank Congresswoman Bean and Congressman Foster for their leadership at the federal level,” said Karen Darch, Barrington Village President and TRAC co-chair. “Our Members of Congress are equally frustrated with the lack of regard for communities demonstrated by CN throughout this process and we remain optimistic that members of the U.S. Congress and Senate will see the necessity in implementing a fair balance between public safety and the free flow of commerce.”
TRAC (The Regional Answer to Canadian National) is a coalition of suburban leaders that have joined forces to ensure the quality of life of more than one million residents in numerous Chicagoland communities is not adversely impacted by the CN/EJ&E issue. TRAC includes municipal and county leaders from Lake, Cook, McHenry, Kane, DuPage and Will Counties. Barrington Communities Against CN Rail Congestion (BCACRC) represents the interests of Barrington area communities and is an active member of TRAC. For more information, visit www.fightrailcongestion.com.
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