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Canadian National ‘Safety Meltdown’ Sparks Requests 
that it be Ordered to Curb its Operations along the EJ&E
  Communities site careless and dangerous safety record 
CHICAGO – The Regional Answer to Canadian National (TRAC) is renewing its request that the Surface Transportation Board (STB) and the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) order Canadian National Railway (CN) to comprehensively re-examine and revise its Safety Integration Plan (SIP) and make changes to ensure that CN operates safely on the EJ&E lines. In addition, the group said it wants the STB and FRA to prohibit CN from shifting any new trains or traffic onto the EJ&E lines until a revised SIP has been resubmitted and reapproved by the STB/FRA and fully implemented.
TRAC communities, which are expecting to see up to a 400% increase in train traffic along the old EJ&E line are outraged and fearful about CN’s apparent lack of concern for public safety. 

“We are confident that the STB and FRA will realize the importance of this request and require more transparency and that CN act more responsibly in the interest of public safety,” says Karen Darch, Barrington Village President and TRAC co-chair. 
On July 11th a vehicle was struck by a CN train in Park Forest, IL (along the EJ&E) destroying the involved car.  According to a local press report (eNews Park Forest), “Police say the engineer on the train told them he believes the gates were down. However, the driver of the car that was struck and three other witnesses told police the lights to the gate had just started flashing and the gates had just started to move when the train came through. Police say the skid marks from the automobile are directly beneath where the gate would be if it had been closed. If the gates had been down, one official at the scene said, the car would have struck and damaged the gates. "I gave [the driver] $10 and told him to buy a lottery ticket because apparently he's the luckiest person alive," said one officer who asked not to be identified.”

CN’s failure to ensure that its gates are working properly is leading to a regional motorist response that is akin to playing Russian roulette with the trains.  Since only 27.5% of road to rail crossings along the EJ&E are grade-separated, while a full 58% of rail to road crossings along the inner-loop CN lines have a grade separation in place, the acquisition of the EJ&E is allowing CN to move its trains off of lines that are clearly more suitable for high train volumes.  
-more-

On July 20th a deadly crash in Rockford, Il involving a CN train carrying flammable liquids caused an explosion that killed one woman and injured several others. In a letter from CN to the STB dated July 10th, CN attempted to minimize its responsibility for the recent Rockford derailment, claiming, “Accidents are unfortunate, but they – like accidents on the highways and involving other transport modes – do sometimes occur.”  This occurred despite the fact that according to reports from a 911 operator in Rockford, CN had been warned at least 20 minutes prior to the accident that there was a track washout and that the area should be avoided.  
According to 2008 FRA data CN has the highest rate of accidents per mile of any of the six major railroads in North America.  The total number of accidents per million miles in North America for the six largest Class I railroads are: CN —4.14, Union Pacific—3.47, Burlington Northern Santa Fe—3.05, CSX —2.79, Norfolk Southern—2.49 and Canadian Pacific—1.98.

Building upon that data is the FRA statistics detailing the number of highway/rail incidents per million miles broken out by the same six railroads: Canadian National—9.01, CSX —4.06, Norfolk Southern—3.28, Union Pacific —2.17, Burlington Northern Santa Fe—1.85 and Canadian Pacific—1.62

CN’s alarming safety record is not limited to the United States.  In 2008 a Canadian Government Report of the Standing Committee on Transport, Infrastructure and Communities described CN workers as operating under a “culture of fear” when it comes to safety reporting issues.  This was because, unlike other railroads which were lauded for their safety efforts, “CN’s strict adherence to a rules-based approach focused largely on disciplinary actions when mistakes are made, has instilled a culture of fear and discipline and is counter to an effective safety management system.”  The report further noted that CN employees told the Committee that “there was a perceived ‘disconnect’ between management and frontline workers in understanding management’s commitment to safety.”  The report also described how despite having seven years to implement safety management systems as required by Canadian law, CN had received the worst rating in terms of its progress in achieving compliance with those safety requirements.
“Many of CN’s safety errors are preventable, which is why it is critical that CN be held accountable for careless operations,” says Aurora Mayor and TRAC co-chair Tom Weisner.  

TRAC (The Regional Answer to Canadian National) is a coalition of suburban leaders that have joined forces to ensure the quality of life of more than one million residents in numerous Chicagoland communities is not adversely impacted by the CN/EJ&E issue. TRAC includes municipal and county leaders from Lake, Cook, McHenry, Kane, DuPage and Will Counties. Barrington Communities Against CN Rail Congestion (BCACRC) represents the interests of Barrington area communities and is an active member of TRAC. For more information, visit www.fightrailcongestion.com
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