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The Regional Answer to Canadian National





COALITION AGAINST CANADIAN NATIONAL RAILWAY 
GAINS MOMENTUM
August, 2008 Situation Report
This is a pivotal time in our fight against the proposed acquisition of the EJ&E Railroad by Canadian National (CN) Railway.  While we continue to break barriers and set new precedents in opposing this acquisition, we realize that a challenging road lies ahead.   Because of our vocal and constant opposition our unity against CN’s plans is stronger than ever and momentum is on our side.  A broader coalition has emerged called The Regional Answer to Canadian National (TRAC), which represents more than 1.5 million residents from Waukegan to NW Indiana.  August and September are critical months as the Surface Transportation Board (STB) is hosting a round of eight public hearings to provide information and to get your input.  Once again, we are hoping for a record turnout to send a strong message to the STB and Congress that this transaction must not be approved.  This is the only way we can continue our fight against CN’s plans which will negatively impact the safety, economic vitality and environment in our communities. 
A QUICK RECAP:

We first learned of CN’s plans to purchase the EJ&E from an article in Crain’s Chicago Business.  This proved to be a glimpse into the future of how CN planned to communicate with and involve communities.  We decided early on that we would not allow a foreign corporation with only self-serving interests to railroad our communities.  We quickly began a grassroots community outreach campaign to inform residents, businesses, environmental groups, transportation planning agencies and federal regulators about the negative implications associated with CN’s proposal.  Thanks to our residents, the STB (the government body with jurisdiction over rail transactions) was flooded with thousands of letters and written testimony in opposition to the proposed transaction.  We were victorious in our request that an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) be completed before the STB issue a final determination on CN’s current proposal, which if approved, could be subject to numerous mitigation mandates.  
WHERE WE ARE TODAY:

The Draft EIS was released July 25, 2008 and reinforced the level of concern that opponents of the merger have expressed since day one.  This transaction has serious environmental, safety and economic implications and it reinforces our belief that the sole beneficiary of this deal is CN.   In fact, the Draft EIS suggests that more than hundreds of millions of our tax dollars will be needed to fund necessary mitigation to make CN’s proposal work.  That’s even more than the amount CN is willing to pay to purchase the EJ&E.   
Some other concerns highlighted in the Draft EIS include: 
· The total number of train accidents on the EJ&E is projected to increase by 28%.
· The number of “major key routes” for transporting hazardous materials will increase from 2 to 14.
· Given the increased train traffic on the EJ&E there is an increased risk for pedestrian and bicycle accidents, in addition to train vs. car collisions.
· Fire and emergency medical service providers will experience “substantial effects” including delayed response times.


· The EIS indicated that the EJ&E line will see an increase in travel patterns, travel times, and accessibility in many communities that will be negatively impacted.
· Residential property values will likely decrease for homes within 300 feet of the EJ&E.
· There will be an increase in annual energy use and diesel fuel by trains and trucks idling at grade crossings.  This amounts to 639,442 gallons of diesel fuel and an additional 84,000 gallons of gasoline that will be wasted annually by cars stuck at crossings by 2015.  
· Eighteen forest preserves will be negatively impacted, including bird populations experiencing behavioral and or/physiological effects.
· More than 30 parks in close proximity to the EJ&E will experience increased levels of noise and vibration in addition to decreased air quality.
You are encouraged to submit a public comment related to the Draft EIS by September 30, 2008 and reference STB Finance Docket No. 35087.

Written comments should be mailed to:

Phillis Johnson-Ball

STB Finance Docket No. 35087

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

Washington, DC 20423-0001

Comments can also be filed electronically on the Board’s web site,

http://www.stb.dot.gov, by clicking on the “E-FILING” link.

You can also call 1-800-347-0689.

Additionally, the STB will host a series of public hearings in August and September.  (See schedule below)

CONGRESS TAKES NOTICE:

There are two major milestones that deserve notice.  First, as the result of our efforts federal legislation was introduced by the Chairman of the U.S. House Transportation Committee and 20 co-sponsors on July 31 that would change the criteria with which railroad acquisitions are approved.  This important legislation has drawn bipartisan support and would require the STB to consider the effects of rail expansion to local communities and taxpayers as part of its core mission.  The legislation is called Taking Responsible Action for Community Safety (TRACS) and for the first time puts people before freight.  It specifically says that if the adverse impacts to communities outweigh the transportation benefits of the transaction, then the STB would be required to reject the transaction or mandate mitigation. 
The second event was a Congressional Field Hearing hosted by members of the Illinois and Indiana delegation on August 5, 2008.  Although CN was invited to attend and testify, the railway declined and yet again showed its disregard and disrespect for the federal approval process and our concerns.  Barrington Village President Karen Darch and Aurora Mayor Tom Weisner were invited to testify as Co-Chairs of TRAC.  TRAC represents the voices of more than 40 communities throughout the collar counties and northwest Indiana.     
ATTEND PUBLIC HEARINGS:
There are a series of eight public hearings scheduled to solicit public comments on the Draft EIS and to gather oral testimony from residents. It is of paramount importance that you come out to provide the STB with your feedback.  The media, Congress and the STB have taken notice that there have been a record number of written comments to the STB and turnout at previous public hearings, which is a credit to your commitment to preserving the safety, environmental and economic stability our community.  However, they will be looking to these hearings (listed below) as an indicator to the breadth of opposition among communities throughout the affected region. Although the DEIS made some important findings, there are a lot of areas that need further examination. That’s why we need your participation.

The public hearings are as follows: 
	DATE/TIME
	LOCATION
	ADDRESS

	Monday, August 25

Open House – 4:00 PM – 6:00 PM

Public Meeting – 6:00 PM – 9:00 PM


	Matteson, Illinois

Holiday Inn Hotel &

Conference Center


	500 Holiday Plaza Drive

Matteson, IL 60443


	Tuesday, August 26

Open House – 4:00 PM – 6:00 PM

Public Meeting – 6:00 PM – 9:00 PM
	Mundelein, Illinois

Crowne Plaza Chicago North

Shore
	510 E. Route 83

Mundelein, IL 60060

	Wednesday, August 27

Open House – 4:00 PM – 6:00 PM

Public Meeting – 6:00 PM – 9:00 PM
	Barrington, Illinois

Barrington High School
	616 W. Main Street

Barrington, IL 60010

	Thursday, August 28

Open House – 4:00 PM – 6:00 PM

Public Meeting – 6:00 PM – 9:00 PM
	Bartlett, Illinois

Bartlett High School
	701 Schick Road

Bartlett, IL 60103

	Monday, September 8

Open House – 4:00 PM – 6:00 PM

Public Meeting – 6:00 PM – 9:00 PM
	Chicago, Illinois

Loyola University of Chicago
	25 East Pearson St

Chicago, IL 60611

	Tuesday, September 9

Open House – 4:00 PM – 6:00 PM

Public Meeting – 6:00 PM – 9:00 PM
	Aurora, Illinois

West Aurora High School
	1201 W. New York St

Aurora, IL 60506

	Wednesday, September 10

Open House – 4:00 PM – 6:00 PM

Public Meeting – 6:00 PM – 9:00 PM
	Indiana

Indiana University Northwest
	3400 Broadway

Gary, IN 46408

	Thursday, September 11

Open House – 4:00 PM – 6:00 PM

Public Meeting – 6:00 PM – 9:00 PM
	Joliet, Illinois

Holiday Inn Hotel &

Conference Center
	411 S. Larkin Avenue

Joliet, IL 60435


Please visit www.FightRailCongestion.com for more information and to register for upcoming action alerts.  

