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Barrington Coalition Asks Congress for Action on CN – EJ&E Rail Merger
Barrington, IL (June 5, 2008) During a Special Board Meeting this week Barrington Village President Karen Darch called on Congressional leaders to get further involved in addressing the lack of a balanced national plan for freight transportation and further maintains that the current reach of rail law is out of step with the growth, safety, environmental, and economic realities for 21st century American communities.  Darch is a member of the Barrington Communities Against CN Rail Congestion and The Regional Answer to CN, a group of more than three dozen municipalities, counties and other stakeholders opposed to the proposed acquisition of the EJ&E by Canadian National (CN). 
The groups continue to work within the Surface Transportation Board process which is currently reviewing the proposed acquisition.  Opponents are hopeful that the information, which the STB is gathering and which communities and agencies in impacted region have supplied and are continuing to provide, will make clear the monumental implications of up to 40 or more two-mile long freight trains per day plowing through suburban communities that were not designed to handle such a flow.  

Darch said, “I appreciate the work and support of Senator Durbin, Congresswoman Bean and their colleagues in the Illinois and Indiana delegations to date in both responding to our requests and taking further initiative, and we appreciated the recent announcement of opposition from Senator Barack Obama but now we call on our members of Congress to take their opposition to the next level.”   

“We ask them to take a crucial step that provides a way to assure the best outcome for the more than one million people in Illinois and Indiana who will suffer if this federally regulated and controlled transaction is approved as proposed,” Darch added during her speech to the Village Board.   

The Village of Barrington is specifically requesting two things:

· Congress review how this transaction fits into national planning for transportation  which seeks to balance the need for efficient freight movement with the safety and needs of communities and their residents, particularly in light of the Chicago Regional Environmental and Transportation Efficiency (CREATE) project in the Chicago region and other cost efficient alternatives to this transaction. 
· If this transaction is ultimately approved, we ask our federal representatives to pass legislation that mandates CN to pay for and have in place before increasing freight traffic on the EJ&E all necessary mitigation measures including road/ rail grade separation in communities like Barrington, Aurora, Bartlett, Plainfield, West Chicago, Griffith, Indiana and others where the EJ&E crosses major regional roads and commuter rail lines.  Such a law is not unprecedented.  It would only hold CN to the same standards other businesses are held to everyday in American communities when it comes to paying for the infrastructure costs of doing business in that community.  This would enable CN to make its profits as it brings goods to the marketplace, and like all other businesses, prohibit it from burdening our communities while doing that business.
-more-
Senator Durbin and some of the other Illinois Congressional delegation have stated that the $40 million CN has offered for mitigation in this transaction is clearly not enough.  Senator Durbin noted in a recent television interview that such an amount could barely fund even two of the 134 grade separation projects.  The Village of Barrington is requesting that Illinois and Indiana Congressional delegations act now before it is too late and noted that the STB process moves quickly as it is and recently CN requested an even faster resolution from the STB.    

“This critical rail issue facing our communities calls for Congressional action now,” noted Darch.   

Barrington is a member of the Barrington Communities Against CN Rail Congestion Coalition and The Regional Answer to Canadian National (TRAC).  The Coalition consists of the Villages of Barrington, Barrington Hills, Lake Barrington, North Barrington, South Barrington, Tower Lakes, Deer Park, Cuba Township and Barrington Township.  TRAC includes these communities in addition to the dozens of towns and counties that surround the length of the EJ&E.  For more information visit www.fightrailcongestion.com.
