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DEIS SUMMARY 
These are some of the main points from the Surface Transportation Board (STB) Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) and while we do not necessarily agree with the methodology used to draw these conclusions we believe it is important to take note of the mounting negative implications associated with the proposed acquisition of the EJ&E by Canadian National Railway (CN). 
1. The DEIS suggests that  taxpayers should  pay more just to partially mitigate the adverse grade crossing impacts than CN would pay for the entire EJ&E acquisition: 

· On the 15 crossings identified in the DEIS as in need of grade separation, the DEIS suggests that it might be appropriate for CN to pay between 5 and 50 percent of those grade separation costs. The DEIS would not require CN to pay anything on 15 additional crossings that will experience dramatic increases in train traffic if the STB approves this transaction. That leaves taxpayers on the hook for more than a billion dollars to fund mitigation measures so CN can make record profits. By contrast, CN plans to pay U.S. Steel only $300 million for the entire line.
· Although CN is quick to say state and federal taxpayers should foot the bill for this necessary mitigation, the fact remains that both the state and federal governments are operating under a budget deficit and have been forced to cut services.  There is no realistic funding source for necessary improvements other than CN. 
2. There are serious safety, environmental and traffic congestion concerns outlined in the DEIS. 

· The total number of train accidents on the EJ&E will likely increase by 28% 

· The number of “major key routes” for transporting hazardous materials will increase from 2 to 14 on the EJ&E

· Given the increased train traffic on the EJ&E there is an increased risk for pedestrian and bicycle accidents in addition to train vs. car collisions, at a minimum of 21 locations
· Fire and emergency medial service providers will experience “substantial effects” including delayed response times. The EIS identified 11 emergency services providers from Lake County, Illinois to Lake County, Indiana that will need mitigation that CN has not accounted for
· The EIS indicated that the EJ&E line will see an increase in ravel patterns, travel times, and accessibility in many communities which will be negatively impacted.
-over-

(   More than 30-parks in close proximity to the EJ&E will experience increased levels of noise and vibration in addition to a decreased air quality.
(   Residential property values will likely decrease for homes within 300 feet of the EJ&E.
· There will be an increase in annual energy use and diesel fuel by trains and trucks stopped at grade crossings.  This amounts to 639,442 gallons of diesel fuel and an additional 84,000 gallons of gasoline that will be wasted annually by cars stuck at crossings by 2015.  
· 18 forest preserves will be negatively impacted including bird populations experiencing behavioral and or/physiological effects.  

3. The Chicago area will lose 280 jobs.
4. CN is the sole beneficiary of this transaction.  CN remains unable to guarantee the length of time the so called “winner communities” will experience a reduction in train traffic. This is a tragic omission in the DEIS that needs to be further investigated so every community understands both the short and long term impacts of this deal.  Even if we accept what the DEIS says about the EJ&E being at capacity once CN implements its plans, how can that be reconciled with the expected increase in freight through the region?  If the new traffic cannot run on the EJ&E it will re-fill the inner-suburban and Chicago lines.   
5. The assumption that CN’s current operating plans will fill the EJ&E to capacity is based on the conclusion that CN will never feel the need to build additional tracks.  Once this deal is approved, CN can add additional tracks on the EJ&E without seeking further approval. 
6. CREATE is dismissed as a viable alternative to CN’s current plans.  The DEIS adopts the CN “Purpose & Need” statement and in so doing pre-ordains that there are no alternatives to the CN project.  The truth is that CREATE is the best regional solution to maintain Chicago’s status as a thriving U.S. rail hub and to relieve freight congestion. 
CREATE provides a congestion solution for ALL the railroads and impacted communities, and therefore offers a more balanced, safe and efficient solution.   Resources should be devoted to funding CREATE instead of diverting to a short sighted solution that meets only CN’s needs while requiring that U.S. taxpayers subsidize necessary mitigation measures so CN can continue to make record profits. 
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