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Communities Deliver a Strong Message to CN Shareholders Expressing Opposition to CN’s Proposed Acquisition of EJ&E 

Growing Coalition to Hold Press Conference on Behalf of “Community Shareholders” as CN meets with its Investors in Chicago 
WHO:
Barrington Communities Against CN Rail Congestion and The Regional Answer to Canadian National (TRAC) 
WHAT:
PRESS CONFERENCE: Media Availability 
WHEN:
Tuesday, April 22, 2008
10 a.m.
WHERE:
Water Tower Park
180 E. Pearson St.

Chicago, IL
WHY:
Elected officials from the Barrington Communities Against CN Rail Congestion (BCACN) joined by The Regional Answer to Canadian National (TRAC) coalition representing communities spanning the length of the EJ&E rail line will deliver a letter to CN shareholders during their Tuesday morning meeting that makes it clear that opponents will do everything in their power to derail the transaction unless Canadian National makes the investment necessary to fix – in totality – the problems it will create in these communities by running unprecedented numbers of freight trains on the EJ&E rail line.   In addition, coalition members and local elected officials will call on their congressional leaders to demand CN underwrite the full mitigation costs necessary to protect the more than 50 at-risk communities from safety, traffic, economic and environmental issues.

“We will not settle for half truths and deceptive rhetoric about the long term impacts of this acquisition,” says Karen Darch, Village President of Barrington and member of BCACN.  “Our expanded coalition is fully invested in making sure that our communities are not railroaded to multiply CN’s record profit margins.” 
BCACN has taken a leadership role in meeting with and educating dozens of communities on the negative impacts the proposed $300 million acquisition will have on traffic, environment, economy and overall quality of life for the hundreds of thousands regional residents who live along the EJ&E or must cross it for their daily commute. Moreover, both coalitions have repeatedly expressed deep concern that Canadian National -- a foreign corporation -- has been allowed by lawmakers and regulatory authorities to only disclose vague projections and misleading information about its long range operating plans for the line while making disingenuous promises about community benefits and regional impact.
On April 14 CN held a meeting with fire and police officials with the intention of sharing important public safety information; however they failed to deliver on that promise. “First responders have been asking repeatedly for information as to the type and quantity of hazmat that we could expect to see from CN on the EJ&E at previous meetings with CN.  We were told that it would be provided at the April 14 meeting but it was not available.  We were told by CN and their public relations consultants that we could obtain that information only if we signed off that it would be used for emergency service and planning only.  So, to get the information we need to protect our communities we have to keep our residents in the dark.  That’s not an up front way to conduct business.”  

Recently, BCACN hosted a meeting at the Makray Memorial Golf Club in Barrington with members of TRAC, CMAP and Metra to discuss CN’s plans. Congresswoman Melissa Bean was in attendance, as well as staff from the offices of Representatives Judy Biggert, Peter Roskam, Bill Foster, Peter Visclosky and Senators Dick Durbin and Barack Obama.  More than 100 people attended the meeting from Lake, Will, DuPage and Cook Counties in Illinois and northwest Indiana. For more information, visit www.fightrailcongestion.com. 
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