PAGE  




2 LAGOON DRIVE - HAWTHORN WOODS, ILLINOIS 60047 - (847) 438-5500
September 15, 2008
Ms. Phillis Johnson-Ball

Section of Environmental Analysis

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, SW

Washington, DC  20423

RE: Draft EIS, STB Finance Docket No. 35087

Dear Ms. Johnson-Ball,


The Village of Hawthorn Woods is located to the northwest of Chicago in Lake County.  We have reviewed the Draft EIS prepared by the STB and would respectfully submit to you at this time the following comments for your consideration.

· The Draft EIS fails to adequately address impacts to the community in critical areas such as increased noise levels, transportation of hazardous materials, traffic delays, and safety risks, as well as impacts to emergency service providers, school districts and property values.

· While the EJ&E tracks have historically been a part of the Hawthorn Woods landscape, the status for Class I railroad operations has never been incorporated into the assumptions and practices undertaken by the Village.  Discussion related to the EJ&E has always concerned the potential for commuter rail services.  We have consistently envisioned the Star Commuter rail on those tracks.

· There has been no shortcoming on the part of the Village of Hawthorn Woods or of past regional planning exercises.  Therefore the increases in rail traffic combined with the likely change in the type of rail traffic and increased hazardous material transport represents a significant change for the Village of Hawthorn Woods and its citizens from what has formed the basis of the community’s values and growth assumptions.

· The changes proposed as part of the acquisition should require more substantial examination and identification of mitigation measures to provide our community the necessary information to bring facilities as well as land use, emergency services, school and transportation plans to a level that fully accommodates the proposed changes to the EJ&E lines.

· The Draft EIS does not meet established industry standards and practices.  If the acquisition were a regional transit project or a major interstate highway widening, the level of required analysis in these areas would greatly exceed the level of effort included in the Draft EIS.

Furthermore, some of the major concerns for Hawthorn Woods include: 
· Noise & Vibration: 
The Draft EIS does not provide noise level information at peak rail traffic periods, which is a standard practice in noise analysis. The Draft EIS substantially fails to report on the overall community impact of noise on the community quality of life and property values that will decrease. 

· Safety/Emergency Responders:
1. The Draft EIS lacks structured emergency response planning information that details how CN has considered or will respond to anticipated emergencies involving specific hazardous materials that will be transported through Hawthorn Woods.  Moreover, CN has refused to answer specific questions and concerns submitted by our Fire Chief.  

2. The EJ&E lines effectively dissect the Village of Hawthorn Woods into two halves and a 10,000 foot train would block both arterial roads at one time making it impossible for police responders to move from one side of the community to the other.  At any time there are only two police officers on duty in Hawthorn Woods and both officers could become “trapped” on one side of Hawthorn Woods because of a train traveling through the community.

3. St. Matthew School is directly adjacent to the EJ&E tracks.  There are a number of concerns for this school because of the proximity to the school building and playground.  It would be impossible for this to continue as a school with trains continuously running through with none of the safety concerns – especially derailment issues -- being addressed.

· Traffic Congestion:
1.  The Draft EIS did not address potential mitigation measures such as restrictions on time of day of freight train operations to avoid conflicts with heavy vehicular traffic (peak hours) or the needs of schoolchildren or school buses to cross the tracks. 

2. While a proposed Quiet Zone will address some noise and safety issues, the Draft EIS does not address potential mitigation or safety enhancements related to Safe Routes to Schools, pedestrians or bicycle traffic. 

3. The increase in train traffic at or near maximum line capacity is a significant impact that requires mitigation. Increasing from six to 28 trains per days with 100 to 125-car trains as part of this mix is a significant increase requiring substantial mitigation. 

4. The Draft EIS does not comply with traffic engineering practices. Grade crossings should be treated as intersections, with delays calculated based on the worst 15 minutes of the day instead of a 24-hour cycle. The threshold for Level of Service “F” in such an analysis is met if a vehicle is stopped for more than 80 seconds.

5. The Draft EIS does not address individual school service areas that are fragmented further by the increased rail traffic, including impacts to safety, number of daily crossings by buses, impacts to operating costs due to increased delay, and children walking to school.  Options for reduced frequencies in rail traffic and elimination of traffic during school bus crossing periods were not included in the mitigation sections of the Draft EIS.   In our area, the EJ&E rail line intersects several major thoroughfares in our school district.  There are only two elevated crossings in the entire district with all other crossings at grade.  This increased freight traffic will dramatically affect the commute times of staff, students and parents, which could jeopardize the safety of the area’s children as they travel to and from classes. 
The Draft EIS has not fully considered what it will mean to our resident to allow the Canadian National to transform the EJ&E into a freight superhighway. There will be real costs to real people up and down the line. In the Draft Environmental Impact Study (DEIS) these costs were labeled "negligible," but we know they’re not.

The residents of Hawthorn Woods deserve to have answers before this deal is done.  The Village of Hawthorn Woods encourages the SEA to address these comments and to issue a revised Draft EIS for additional public review, prior to issuing a Final EIS.  If you have any questions regarding the comments included with this letter, please do not hesitate to contact me at (847) 438-5500.

Sincerely,

Keith Hunt

Keith Hunt

Mayor

LMF/jp

C:\Documents and Settings\dkauffman\Desktop\Letterhead.doc
PAGE  

_956560872.doc
�



�
















