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OPEN QUESTIONS FOR CANADIAN NATIONAL

SURROUNDING THE ACQUISITION OF THE EJ&E
1. You have promised to work with the communities negatively impacted by the acquisition to mitigate the problems you are creating.  Exactly how much money are you planning to invest in mitigation initiatives?

2. Given the reality that there are 133 grade crossings up and down the EJ&E line, isn’t the investment you are planning to make in mitigation efforts insufficient to do the job?  Doesn’t this mean that Illinois and U.S. taxpayers would be asked to pick up the remainder of the costs associated with mitigation?  Is that fair that your stockholders and customers benefit by burdening American taxpayers? 

3. You have stated that the EJ&E line will be used as a Chicago bypass route that will enable you to move freight traffic out of the downtown Chicago area, thus fostering the goals of CREATE.  Given that rail freight traffic in the area is projected to increase by 80% in the next 20 years, what guarantee do we have that other freight lines won’t move into the capacity you have vacated, thereby creating two rail freight corridors that will need to compete for critical federal infrastructure improvement dollars?  Doesn’t that mean that the 80 communities you say will experience a reduction in freight traffic through this acquisition have been sold a bill of goods?
4. Are you willing to guarantee that the freight traffic estimates you have provided to the Surface Transportation Board will not be exceeded for the next two decades?  Would you be willing to accept these estimates as freight train caps for that period of time in the STB’s final decision?
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