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The Regional Answer to Canadian National





SAMPLE LETTER TO U.S. SENATORS & REPRESENTATIVES

If you are contacting your member of Congress in Washington D.C., it is best to fax, call or use e-mail; they are all much quicker than U.S. mail.  Please be sure to include your name and address since members of congress want to know you are one of the people they represent.  Contact information for your elected officials can be found in the Documents/Links section of this website or by clicking on: http://www.fightrailcongestion.com/Links.htm  You can copy and paste any of these letters into the body of your e-mail and then modify them as necessary to meet your needs.

Sample Letter #1
Dear (Name of Senator or Representative):

As a voter and constituent, I am greatly concerned about Canadian National  Railway’s possible purchase of the EJ&E rail line.  Just recently, the SEA presented its Environmental Analysis to the STB but their report generated many more questions than answers. 
Several of the major unanswered issues are:


How will future increases in rail traffic and capacity be addressed?

What is the overall regional air quality impact?

Where is the analysis relating to higher train speeds and safety?

Who is footing the bill for needed upgrades? 

How much public money will be required?
I know I speak not only for myself but for many of my neighbors when I tell you that we are fearful that this transaction will be “pushed through” the process without careful analysis of each of these and many other items of concern.  To that end, I urge you to please become involved and help put pressure on the STB to provide answers to these questions.  
The welfare of our community and our quality of life are at stake.  
Sincerely,

Your Name,

Address,

City, State, Zip

Sample letter #2:

Dear (Name of Senator or Representative):

I am a resident of             name of your town               , and I want you to know that I am against Canadian National Railway’s proposed purchase of the EJ&E train lines which run directly through my town.

There are many unanswered questions in the SEA’s recent environmental analysis of this transaction.  Specifically, how will the maximized capacity of the train lines be addressed?  I am concerned that the increase in train traffic will directly impact my ability to get to and from work each day.  What assurances will there be that the Metra trains will continue to run on schedule?  Also, I have issues with the increased levels of air and noise pollution as well as traffic delays and potential safety issues. And in these times of economic uncertainty, who will be paying for the upgrades to the tracks?  The taxpayers?

I am asking you to get involved with this issue and help to seek answers to these outstanding issues.  In doing so and opposing this transaction, you will help to protect the character of our neighborhoods, the value of our homes and our present quality of life. 

Sincerely,

Your Name,

Address,

City, State, Zip

Sample #3:

Dear (Name of Senator or Representative):

I am writing to express my opposition to the prospective acquisition of the EJ&E line by Canadian National Railway.  I strongly feel that the negative impact this proposed transaction will have on our local communities is immense. The increased number of longer and faster freight trains running through our neighborhoods will result in:

· More accidents and deaths along the rail line

· An increase in automobile traffic gridlock at rail crossings 

· Elevated pollution and noise levels 

· Dangerously longer response times of our Police, Fire and Emergency Medical Teams

· Disruption and/or closure of local business activities 

· Adverse impact on our property values

The recent SEA Environmental Analysis to the STB is flawed in its analysis and incomplete in many areas of concern.  Won’t you please take up this cause and help us to seek answers from the STB on how they will require Canadian National to address the many unanswered questions?
Please do not let us be “railroaded” by Canadian National.  We are hopeful that you will champion this issue and help us in our quest to maintain the quality of life in our community.
Respectfully yours,

Your Name,

Address, City, State, Zip
