[image: image1.jpg]www.FightRailCongestion.com






The CN Safety Record --  What the Media & Others Are Saying
The Barrington Communities Against CN Rail Congestion Coalition has real concerns about what could happen in the greater Chicagoland area when CN begins increasing its freight traffic through the region.  The CN record on rail safety is deplorable.  At CN, it appears from public records and media reports that profits and productivity goals may take precedence over human and environmental safety.
From the U.S. National Transportation Safety Board:
· July 10, 2005 – Two CN freight trains collided in Mississippi derailing 23 cars and releasing 15,000 gallons of diesel fuel that burned for 15 hours.  Results – 4 fatalities; 100 residents evacuated; property damages exceeding $9.5 million; environmental clean-up costs totaling $616,800.  Cause – CN crew fatigue.

· February 9, 2003 – Train derailment in Tamaroa, Illinois with derailed cars releasing methanol.  Results – evacuation of an entire village of 850 residents living within a 3-mile radius; fire.  Cause – improper rail construction by CN.
From an April 21, 2007 Canadian Television (CTV) W-Five Story:
A year and a half after the Transport Canada inspections, the audit report has been made public.  The recently released report reveals some shocking information about CN's safety record:

54% of locomotives had safety defects.

37% of locomotives had Labor Code violations.

50% of train brake tests had safety problems.

26% of CN Rail Crossings had inadequate sightlines.

Audit inspectors also found that most employees reported "there is more emphasis on productivity than on safety."
W-Five requested an interview with President and CEO Hunter Harrison to discuss CN’s safety record, derailments, and Transport Canada’s audit, but CN refused to participate.
From a February 10, 2007 Canadian Television (CTV) W-Five Story:
CN’s derailment record is disturbing.  In 2005, CN had an astonishing 103 main-track derailments in communities across Canada.  That’s an average of one derailment every three-and-a-half days.

The CN train that derailed above the Cheakamus River had 144 cars.  Longer trains mean bigger profits.

Long-time transportation consultant Greg Gormick says profit-seeking may be behind some of the CN derailments. "Cost cutting that's gone perhaps too far to satisfy investors," Gormick tells W-FIVE. 

Cost cutting that is leading to safety problems -- at least that's what Rhodes (a CN Engineer who was the only surviving crew member of a CN rail derailment on June 29, 2006) thinks. "Every train going through this country right now, it's a dice roll with CN," he says. 

W-FIVE wanted to talk to CN about their safety history. After weeks of negotiating an interview date, CN agreed to talk to us, on camera -- only to back out of the interview the day before. Instead, CN sent us a seven-page letter extolling their safety record and commitment to safety. 
From a March 4, 2007 Globe and Mail article:
Transport Canada launched a two-phase CN safety review, which included equipment inspections and an audit of safety management practices.

The first phase of the review found "high safety defect rates" in CN locomotive and freight cars, ranging from minor concerns like loose light bulbs to higher-risk problems with brakes or suspension systems.

The second phase of the review, which focused on safety management practices, found CN had taken steps to improve safety but noted a "disconnect" on safety issues between senior management and front-line workers. Some, the report said, felt "pressured -- productivity, workload, fear of discipline -- to get the job done, which could compromise safe railway operations."
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