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Good Morning.  I am Tom Weisner, Mayor of the state’s second largest city - Aurora, Illinois.  I also serve as Co-Chair of TRAC, a bi-partisan coalition of municipalities and counties throughout the collar counties who are opposed to the proposed acquisition of the EJ&E line by Canadian National Railway. In fact, our coalition has even expanded to include communities in Indiana. The more people learn how this will impact their lives – the more our coalition grows.
Thank you for holding this hearing.  We believe it will shine the spotlight on the true ramifications of this proposed acquisition and the adverse impacts this will have on the residents who live in this region. Further, we applaud your leadership in introducing unprecedented legislation that would make sure the public interest is not only considered, but becomes a litmus test for approving any acquisition that comes before the STB.

Let me be clear – the negative economic, environmental, public safety and traffic congestion issues in the region should be reason enough to reject this proposal. 
This deal would result in at least 280 Chicagoans losing their jobs. Further, in talking about funding mitigation, the President of CN told the Chicago Tribune “…the bulk of the cost would have to come from the federal and state governments.” Finally, the DEIS suggests that CN may be asked to pay between 5 to 50% of grade separation costs on only 15 crossings – even though there are 133 grade crossings at play here.

So, let me get my arms around this – a foreign corporation is proposing that we support a deal that costs U.S. jobs and requires taxpayers to subsidize an unfunded private sector mandate that would cost well over $1 billion. 
We cannot overlook the fact that this increase in train traffic will lead to more traffic delays and congestion, which equals more air pollution in our region.  And to top it off, the increase in noise and vibration will wreak havoc on natural habitats and lower property values for thousands along the line.

It is estimated that we will see a 28% increase in train accidents overall. Potential accidents involving pedestrians and/or bicycles will increase as well. Let’s compare this with CN’s safety record. According to a 2005 Canadian government audit, 54% of its locomotives had safety defects and 50% of its brakes had safety problems. 
This increased train volume will impact emergency services and their response times. According to emergency room hospital officials, every extra minute of delay for a heart attack patient reduces their chance of survival by 10%. The EIS identified 11 emergency service providers that will be “substantially affected” from Lake County, Illinois to Lake County, Indiana
These are clearly issues of public interest – issues that the STB must weigh – and issues that must be recognized and dealt with by you – because CN will not.
As John Adams said, facts are stubborn things. I think the facts warrant Congress passing legislation to put the brakes on this acquisition.  The STB ought to reject this proposed acquisition on behalf of the residents up and down the EJ&E line.
Thank you again for your leadership and providing me this opportunity to speak. President Darch and I look forward to answering your questions. 
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