
a great place!
Barrington is a beautiful, historic suburb 
that takes pride in its hometown charm and 
small-town heritage.  More than 300 unique 
shops and restaurants are clustered in five 
distinct retail areas.  The Village Center is 
the heart of town, with its stately Victorian 
homes, historic buildings, quaint shops, and 
restaurants for every palate.  
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Did You Know…
The inaugural Barrington Celtic Fest will take place on Thursday, 

March 17, and Friday, March 18 in the Village Center next to 
McGonigal’s Pub. 
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You’re Invited to Join a 
TOWN HALL MEETING
March 3, 7:00pm  

The Village Board invites all residents to attend a Town Hall 
Meeting on Thursday, March 3, 2011 from 7:00 p.m. until 8:30 
p.m. at the Barrington Village Hall. The Town Hall Meeting 
is a wonderful opportunity for the public to discuss impor-
tant issues with Village officials and offer suggestions for 
how to make Barrington an even greater place to live, work, 
and play. 

Topics to be discussed include economic and community 
development, including updates on the project at Hough 

and Main Streets and projects to continue to attract new businesses to the Village; updates on 
the Canadian National railroad situation; upcoming events, such as the Barrington Celtic Fest; 
and many other topics. There will be a question-and-answer session and an opportunity to 
provide direct feedback to Village officials.

The Village’s vision is to provide an attractive, well-maintained downtown full of shops, 
restaurants, entertainment, and other destinations that are available to our residents and the 
greater Barrington community. This vision includes patrons strolling throughout the town, 
going from shop to shop, stopping for a quick bite or a gourmet meal at one of our many res-
taurants, taking in a movie at the historic Catlow Theater, enjoying all of the many cultural 
events, walking to enjoy a mocha latte, and stopping for a snack with friends after school.  In 
order to enhance aspects of the Village’s vision, the Board seeks your input and communication 
to help guide the Village. We hope you will join us for this important opportunity to increase 
communication between you and your Village government.

Love  Barrington!
Saturday, February 12, 2:00 - 4:00pm  
Looking for a fun family outing on a winter afternoon?  Come to our “Love 
Barrington” Family FunFest.  Experience the hilarity of Dr. Gesundheit as he 
presents WILD WORLD, his newest show.  He has performed for many years 
at the Barrington 4th of July tent and is returning to make us laugh once 
again.  DeeDee Gallagher will get your blood pumping with dancing fun as 
she leads you to “Move to the Groove”.  The grand finale will be a sing-along 
with Paul VanDeBerg and his guitar.  No fee. Open to the young and young 
at heart.  Don’t miss this phenomenal event on Saturday, February 12, from 2:00 - 4:00 p.m. at 
Langendorf Recreation Center, Barrington Room, 235 Lions Drive.

Visit our 

website at  

www.barrington-il.gov. 
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February 3
Barrington Area Drug Prevention 
Strong Parents = Strong Youth
7:00pm-9:00pm  
Barrington High School Auditorium
www.badpc.org

February 12
Have a Heart Food Drive 
9:00am-Noon  
Barrington Public Safety Building
www.barrington-il.gov

February 12
Love Barrington 
2:00pm-4:00pm  
Langendorf Park Recreation Center
 

February 12 & 13
Sing-a-Long Sound of Music 
BHS Richard C. Johnson Auditorium
www.barringtonfinearts.com

March 3
Town Hall Meeting
7:00pm 
Barrington Village Hall
www.barrington-il.gov

March 17 & 18
Barrington Celtic Fest
Village Center, Next to McGonigal’s Pub

April 14 - 17
Antique & Garden Show 
Barrington Ice House Mall
www.icehousemall.com

May 28 & 29
Barrington Art Festival 
Barrington Village Center

 

Healthier Barrington Communities
Needs Assessment Survey!
Coming Soon - 6th Healthier Barrington Survey

Watch your mail box!  Yours may be one of 4,000 randomly selected area households 
that receive the 6th Healthier Barrington Community Needs Assessment Survey.  
Please take ten minutes to complete and return the form.  Local governments, the 
Barrington Area United Way and other community groups and organizations rely 
on survey results to identify community issues and unmet needs, and to structure 
programs.  Don’t miss this chance to provide your input and comments.  

The survey is sponsored by the Healthier Barrington Project and the Barrington 
Area United Way.  Individual responses are private; only aggregate results are 
made public.  Healthier Barrington is a coalition of community organizations and 
individuals working to make the Barrington Area a healthier place to live, work 
and play.
For more information, contact Syl Boeder at  (224) 622-6126. 

10th Annual Have a Heart Food Drive
February 12

On Saturday, February 12th, from 9:00 to noon, 
Barrington Township (in partnership with Cuba Town-
ship) will hold the 10th Annual Have A Heart Food Drive 
at the Barrington Public Safety Building.

All donations will be distributed between both pan-
tries and will support families and individuals in the 
Barrington area.  Suggested donation items include: 

Canned fruit, cereal, spam, canned prepared meals, peanut butter, jelly, salmon, 
corned beef, corned beef hash, spaghetti sauce, microwave popcorn, fruit snacks, 
cookies & snack foods, instant coffee, tea, fruit juices, toothpaste, toothbrushes, 
shampoo, bar soap, paper products, dish soap, laundry supplies, cleaning 
supplies.

Metra - Safety First: Look, Listen and Live!
Now Accepting Entries for Safety Contest
Metra is proud to announce the Fifth Annual Metra Safety Poster and Safety Essay 

Contests. The Safety Poster Contest is a key part of Metra’s ongoing effort to in-
crease public awareness of lifesaving railroad safety practices. This year’s poster 
contest theme, “Safety First: Look, Listen and Live;” highlights the importance of 
following the rules and procedures that will keep us all safe around trains and 
railroad tracks. The deadline for both contests is March 15, 2011.  For more informa-
tion, please visit Metra’s contest website at www.metracontest.com. 

Calendar
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Public Safety Pension Reform 
On Thursday, December 30, 2010, Illinois Governor Pat Quinn signed the Public Safety Pension Reform 

legislation approved by the Illinois General Assembly.   The changes included in this legislation should 
lower the cost of public safety pensions for municipalities and represent a positive first step towards pen-
sion sustainability.  The legislation includes a number of changes that will have a positive impact on the 
cost and funding of the public safety pensions, these include:

Benefits Changes for New Hires Beginning January 1, 2011
normal retirement age of 55 (currently age 50);•	
early retirement at age 50 with a 6% reduction for each year prior to age 55;•	
pensionable salary cap of $106,800 indexed to 1/2 % of the CPI-U;•	
final average salary calculated using the last 8 of 10 years (currently final day’s salary);•	
survivor benefit of 66 2/3% of pension earned at date of death (currently 100% of pension); and•	
cost-of-living adjustments beginning the year after a retiree or survivor turns age 60 with annual •	
increases equaling the lesser of 3% simple or 1/2 of CPI-U (currently 3% compounded each year 
after pension becomes payable).

Funding Changes
30-year closed amortization period with a funding target of 90% by the end of 2040 (currently ex-•	
pires in 2033 with a funding target of 100%)
expanded investment authority including corporate bonds for all funds and greater equity invest-•	
ments for funds with assets of at least $10 million; and
5-year smoothing of actuarial gains and losses.•	

For Barrington, these changes should have a positive impact on the Village’s contribution to its pension 
funds.  Our Village has always been committed to its public safety employees and has demonstrated that 
commitment by traditionally funding more than 100% of its pension obligations, as demonstrated in the 

following chart:

Even in the most challenging years for the Village, 2008 and 2009, the Village contributed more than 
100% of its required contribution to its pension funds.  The challenge facing the Village, then and now, is 
the magnitude of the cost increases for pension funding which threaten the Village’s ability to continue 
providing services with its current revenue base.   As an example, the Village’s required contribution in 
2009 for the Police Pension Fund was $381,751, for 2011 this increased to $640,467, a 67.77% increase in 
two years despite the Village contributing an average of 13.5% more than required in the last four years.

Public Safety pension benefit levels are set by the Illinois State Legislature but the Village is required by 
Illinois Statute to fund the benefits regardless of the impact on the Village’s services.  The Village’s annual 
contribution is actuarially calculated based on current pension fund assets, projected investment returns, 
and future pension benefit payments.  The Village Board and I have been strong advocates of public safety 
pension reform since 2007 because we recognized that future pension costs would be unsustainable.  We 
believe this legislation is a good first step but that additional reforms are necessary to make the pension 
systems sustainable and affordable for communities.

A message from Karen Darch,  
the President of the  

Village of Barrington

Year
Required 

Contribution
Actual 

Contribution
Required 

Contribution
Actual 

Contribution

2006 347,829 398,321 433,438 455,008
2007 371,265 430,751 399,812 494,909
2008 371,206 443,057 438,825 487,767
2009 381,751 397,409 451,554 499,149

Average Contribution Ratio 113.50% 112.61%

Police Pension Fund Firefighter's Pension Fund

         Photo: Thomas Balsamo

  President, Village of Barrington

February

01 Zoning Board of Appeals 7:00 pm

04 Fire & Police Commission 9:00 am

07 Committee of the Whole 6:00 pm

08 Plan Commission 7:00 pm

09 Fire Pension 7:00 pm

10 Architectural Review 7:00 pm

14 Committee of the Whole 6:00 pm

14 Board of Trustees 7:00 pm

22 Police Pension 5:30 pm

22 Plan Commission 7:00 pm

28 Committee of the Whole 6:00 pm

28 Board of Trustees 8:00 pm

March

01 Zoning Board of Appeals 7:00 pm

03 Town Hall Meeting 7:30 pm

04 Fire & Police Commission 9:00 am

07 Committee of the Whole 6:00 pm

08 Plan Commission 7:00 pm

10 Architectural Review 7:00 pm

14 Committee of the Whole 6:00 pm

14 Board of Trustees 8:00 pm

15 Plan Commission 7:00 pm

22 Police Pension 5:30 pm

24 Architectural Review 7:00 pm

28 Committee of the Whole 6:00 pm

28 Board of Trustees 8:00 pm

29 Plan Commission 7:00 pm

09 Emergency Phone System 8:30 am

09 Architectural Commission 7:00 pm

13 Committee of the Whole 6:00 pm

13 Board of Trustees 8:00 pm

14 Plan Commission 7:00 pm

28 Police Pension 5:30 pm

Call 847-304-3400 for more information.

Public Meetings
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Creating a More Vibrant Barrington

Village Employee Spotlight On… 
Tom Gilbert, IS Coordinator
Barrington is proud of its dedicated employees who continue to provide you with great service year after year. This 
monthly feature highlights one of our employees so that you have a better understanding of the services we provide.   
A Shining Star 
In January, Tom Gilbert celebrated his eighth year with the Village as our Information Systems Coordinator.  
He is a veteran of the U.S. Navy and has an Associate’s Degree in Applied Science in Electronics Technology.  
Tom’s main responsibility includes maintaining the Village’s computer network system.  Keeping the Village’s 100+ computer workstations, 
software, servers, and other hardware up-to-date and operating correctly certainly keeps Tom hopping!  Tom also maintains the Village’s 
telephone system, which is a computer based system.  His tireless efforts, which all too often include weekends and long evenings, enable staff 
to service residents in the most efficient manner possible.  Tom says that despite the unpredictable hours, he gets “tremendous pleasure out 
of being able to solve a technical issue that is frustrating to someone.”  Jim Wallace, Deputy Village Manager, says that Tom’s efforts, though 
largely unsung, are of utmost value to the Village.  “Keeping a computer network running is difficult enough when things are going smoothly.  
But when there are problems, and you have anxious staff members waiting impatiently for solutions, that is when you are truly tested.  In these 
pressure situations, Tom really shines.”

Welcome New Businesses

Grass Roots
205 S. Cook St.
(847) 842-6343

Grass Roots is our newest hometown general store featuring apparel, 
gifts and snacks that meet the needs of the whole family.  They are 
located in the lower level of The Blue House on S. Cook Street. 

The Blue House
205 S. Cook St.
(630) 777-0811

The Blue House, located on the beautiful historic S. Cook Street, is 
Barrington’s newest gallery and gift shop, featuring an eclectic mix of 
jewelry, home accessories, art and specialty items. 

Kool Beans
200 N. Hough St.

(847) 842-4691
www.mykoolbeans.com

Located in the Market Center on Hough Street, Kool Beans is your 
one stop destination for guys and girls.  They sell new and gently 
used name brand clothing and accessories.

SweetPea Cakes
140 S. Cook St.

(847) 381-YUMM (9866)
www.sweetpeacakes

studio.com

SweetPea Cakes is a couture cake & cupcake boutique located in the 
heart of downtown Barrington, and is the area’s premier cakery. Each 
unique dessert is designed to fit your special occasion. 

DeVine’s Restaurant
402 N. Hough St.

(847) 382-TOGO (8646)
www.barrington

catering.com
Devine’s Restaurant, opened by Chef Vince Pecora, features the best 
variety of fine American and Italian cuisine. Located on Hough Street 
in the former Scooter’s building. 

Urban Flair
104 S. Cook St.
(847) 274-4549

www.shopurban
flair.com

Urban Flair is a specialty boutique offering unique and stunning jew-
elry along with stylish accessories for women. Always up to date with 
the latest trends, items are still elegant and timeless. 

Awards Plus
700 S. Northwest Hway

(224) 848-4397
www.awardsplus.us

Awards Plus offers a complete array of awards and trophies for all of 
your needs and provides you with an awards program that utilizes 
the best craftmanship and creative flair. 

Wild Asparagus
114 Applebee St
(847) 382-3400

www.wildasparagus
catering.com

Offering full service custom catering for private parties, special 
events, and corporate functions, along with personal chef services.  
They also offer gourmet foods for purchase every day. 
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Village News  
You Can Use

From the desk of  
Jeff Lawler,

Village Manager

Drug Prevention
Panel Discussion - February 3 

An important community program will be held at 7 pm on Thursday, Febru-

ary 3rd in the Barrington High School Auditorium.  The Barrington Area Drug 

Prevention Coalition is sponsoring a panel discussion addressing underage 

drinking in Barrington entitled, Strong Parents=Strong Youth. 

The Illinois Youth Survey results from Barrington middle and high schools 

will be presented by Dr. Tom Leonard, Superintendent CUSD 220. Laws re-

lated to hosting illegal parties for youth will be discussed by the Honorable 

Christopher Stride and Police Chief Jerry Libit. The impact of underage drink-

ing on brain development and general health will be reviewed by Dr. William 

Watson from Advocate Condell Medical Center and Dr. Heather Hale from 

the Family Development Center will discuss underage drinking and mental 

health issues.  Rev. Mary Tudela will share positive parenting tips and tools.

In addition, Barrington High School students will discuss how they have 

been able to stay drug and alcohol free. All parents of students are invited 

to hear this panel of experts share the latest research and strategies for ad-

dressing underage drinking. The program is free; the only cost is not attend-

ing and missing the helpful information.

Creating a More Vibrant Barrington

  Yard Waste Pick-up Resumes

Compost pick-up will
resume on Friday,
March 18, 2011.

Holiday Light Recycling Program
The Barrington Public Works De-

partment has established a “Holi-
day Light Recycling Program”. Col-
lection of these lights will be at the 
Public Works Facility, 300 N. Ray-
mond Ave, beginning January 1st, 
through March 1st, 2011, Monday 
through Friday 8:00am to 2:00pm. 
The drop off bin will be located at 
the main entrance of Public Works. 

Accepted for recycling will be: mini-lights (or Italian lights), 
C7 lights, C9 lights, rope lights, LED lights, extension cords. 
All colors and lengths will be accepted. The Village will not 
accept garland, live greens, wreathes, or other non-recycla-
bles. For more information on this program please contact the 
Public Works Department at (847) 381-7903.

Village Installs New Fareboxes
You may have noticed the new Com-

muter Parking Fareboxes. The new 
fareboxes were put into use on No-
vember 16, 2010, at which time the 
old “smart cards” were no longer op-
erational.  The North Commuter Park-
ing Lot provides general parking on 
a first-come, first-parked basis. The 
charge for the lot is $3.00 per day (ef-
fective February 1, 2009) and commut-
ers can pay with cash or credit card 
(Visa, Mastercard, American Express, and Discover) at all 
payment stations.  Payment can also be made using the pay 
by phone option.   Commuters can register online  at www.
parkmobile.com or by calling (877) 727-5004.  A convenience 
fee is charged when using the pay-by-phone service.

50/50 Cost-Share Tree Program
The Village will pay 50% of the cost to plant a 

new 2” caliper tree in front of your home or busi-
ness.  There are a number of species available 
and all property owners are welcome to partici-
pate.  For details on the program, please call Pub-
lic Works at (847) 381-7903.

DeVine’s Restaurant
402 N. Hough St.

(847) 382-TOGO (8646)
www.barrington

catering.com
Devine’s Restaurant, opened by Chef Vince Pecora, features the best 
variety of fine American and Italian cuisine. Located on Hough Street 
in the former Scooter’s building. 

Urban Flair
104 S. Cook St.
(847) 274-4549

www.shopurban
flair.com

Urban Flair is a specialty boutique offering unique and stunning jew-
elry along with stylish accessories for women. Always up to date with 
the latest trends, items are still elegant and timeless. 

Awards Plus
700 S. Northwest Hway

(224) 848-4397
www.awardsplus.us

Awards Plus offers a complete array of awards and trophies for all of 
your needs and provides you with an awards program that utilizes 
the best craftmanship and creative flair. 

Wild Asparagus
114 Applebee St
(847) 382-3400

www.wildasparagus
catering.com

Offering full service custom catering for private parties, special 
events, and corporate functions, along with personal chef services.  
They also offer gourmet foods for purchase every day. 

 

Village Manager
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Get Real-Time, Customized Traffic Info Delivered to Your Email
What if you could know about a traffic accident, construction, or other kind of incident before you 
started driving, so you could take a different route?  You can, and have it sent right to your email! 
The new Lake County PASSAGE Email Notification program allows users to sign up for real-time 
traffic alerts for designated roadways throughout Lake County. 

All you have to do is go to www.lakecountypassage.com and click on Email Notifications. You can create your own personal profile (i.e.: work 
commute), create regions that encompass the roads where you will travel, and choose when you want to receive notifications. Users can adjust 
notifications for different times and days per profile, and choose to receive alerts for different types of events including roadwork, unusual 
congestion, and incidents such as stalls, crashes, debris, traffic signal malfunctions as well as county-wide special alerts. Also, users can create 
up to 15 customizable regions per profile and multiple profiles for different travel patterns. 

The email notification is another feature of Lake County PASSAGE, which also includes real-time traffic information on www.lakecountypas-
sage.com, 1620 AM, LCTV, and variable message signs along roadways. 

To learn more about PASSAGE, visit www.lakecountypassage.com. PASS-AGE it on! Help your family and friends save time and avoid traffic 
headaches by telling them about PASSAGE.
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Scenes from the 
2010 Holiday Season



Did You Know…
You can pay for your commuter parking by phone, by registering at 

www.parkmobile.com or by calling (877) 727-5004. 
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Barrington Writers Workshop 
Memoirs 
February 4, 7:00pm - 9:00pm
Barrington Area Library
Listen to memoirs and poems from the 
Barrington Writers Workshop.  Bring your own 
work to share at the end.  Refreshments.  Meet-
ing Room. www.barringtonarealibrary.org.  

BHS Orchesis Presents: 
The Giordano Project
February 6, 7:30pm
BHS Richard C. Johnson Auditorium
BHS will host their annual Dance Invite, The 
Giordano Project, an evening of dance students 
from neighboring high schools and youth dance 
companies. General admission tickets are $12 
for adults, and $8 for students.  For more infor-
mation, (847) 842-3214.  

Quilt Piecing Party 
February 6, 1:00pm - 5:00pm
Barrington Area Library
Join Barrington area crafters in piecing our com-
munity quilt!. www.barringtonarealibrary.org.

Listening is an Act of Love Reading 
February 8, 7:00pm - 8:00pm
Barrington Area Library
Join students from the Barrington High School 
Theater Department as they do a reading from 
our ‘One Book One Barrington’ selection. www.
barringtonarealibrary.org.

On this page, we offer cultural and community events and news. Please note that these items are not sponsored by the Village of Barrington and are published in the 
newsletter on a first-come, first-served basis.

Cultural and Community News

Love Barrington! 
February 12, 2:00pm - 4:00pm
Langendorf Park Recreation Center
Experience the hilarity of Dr. Gesundheit, the 
energetic DeeDee Gallagher, and the always en-
tertaining Paul VanDeBerg at Love Barrington.

Community Conversation Group 
February 12, 2:00pm - 3:30pm
Barrington Area Library
Share your thoughts on past and present 
Barrington. www.barringtonarealibrary.org.

BHS Fine Arts Department 
Presents: Sing-a-Long 
Sound of Music
February 12, 7:00pm
February 13, 2:00pm
BHS Richard C. Johnson Auditorium
BHS Fine Arts Department will present the 
smash hit show and world wide phenomenon, 
Sing-a-Long Sound of Music  Celebrate the 40th 
anniversary of this wonderful film and experi-
ence the Sound of Music as an interactive, fun-
filled family event.  Come dressed in costume 
and receive a free popcorn.  Tickets are $10 and 
include the Sound of Music ‘Magic Moments 
Pack’.  www.barringtonfinearts.com.  

Some Lesser Known Tales of 
Barrington 
February 13, 2:00pm - 3:30pm
Barrington Area Library
Historian, Barbara Benson, will share little 
known stories of old Barrington, with a few 
scandals thrown in. www.barringtonareali-
brary.org

Friends Book & Media Sale
February 19, 9:00am - 5:00pm
February 20, 1:00pm - 5:00pm
Barrington Area Library
Buy used books, CDs, DVDs, records, and tapes 
to support our readers and visionaries!  Pro-
ceeds to go for non-budgeted items (digitizing 
old Courier items, media resources, etc.)  Loads 
of great items for children and adults of all ages.  
Free admission and open to all. friends@bar-
ringtonarealibrary.org.  

One Book One Barrington Book 
Discussion 
February 25, 7:00pm - 9:00pm
Barrington Area Library
Bring your friends and join us as we discuss Lis-
tening is an Act of Love.  After we discuss, we’ll 
enjoy a reception catered by chef Dave Esau.   
www.barringtonarealibrary.org

BHS Fine Arts Department 
Presents: The Sound of Music
March 3 , 4, 5 & 6
BHS Richard C. Johnson Auditorium
BHS Fine Arts Department will present the 
smash hit show and world wide phenomenon, 
Sound of Music. Celebrate the 40th anniversary 
of this wonderful film and experience the Sound 
of Music as never before.  Call (847) 842-3214. 

Artist on Exhibit
April 2011
BCAC Gallery at Ice House Mall
Pam Shumway’s painting portraits and figures  
will be on display for the entire month.

Art in the Park 
May 22, 2011, 10:00am - 6:00pm
Citizens Park
Barrington Cultural Arts Center presents Art in 
the Park.  Journey into the Arts!

Portrait by Pam Shumway

BHS Orchesis, Photo by Kelly Statchura Photography



Did You Know?
The Village of Barrington had 33 new 
businesses open in 2010.
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200 S. Hough Street 
Barrington, IL 60010
847-304-3400
www.barrington-il.gov

Karen Darch, Village President

kdarch@barrington-il.gov

Adam Frazier, Village Clerk

afrazier@barrington-il.gov

Trustees

Beth Raseman
braseman@barrington-il.gov

Paul Hunt
phunt@barrington-il.gov

Jim Daluga
jdaluga@barrington-il.gov

Steve Miller
smiller@barrington-il.gov

Tim Roberts
troberts@barrington-il.gov

Jeff Anderson
janderson@barrington-il.gov
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February 2011 Village Report

Village Vision
The vision of Barrington is to preserve and pro-
mote its unique small-town heritage, preserve 
its distinct ecological and historical character, 
provide a moral and safe environment, maintain 
a high quality of life through the efficient use 
of community resources, and respond to future 
challenges through citizen participation in all 
civic, social and cultural endeavors.

Winter Parking
November 1st through March 31st

To allow snow plows to safely maneu-
ver and clean the streets for emergency 
response vehicles, parking is not permit-
ted after 1:00 a.m. on streets within the 
Central Business District when snow ac-
cumulation is over two inches, until snow 
removal operations are complete.  Park-
ing is not permitted at any time on resi-
dential streets outside of the Central Busi-

ness District when snow accumulation is two inches or more, until snow removal operations 
are complete.  Just as a reminder, parking is always prohibited on all Village Streets between 
the hours of 1:00 A.M. until 6:00 A.M.  Village snow removal crews typically complete post 
storm clean-up of Village streets during the hours of 1:00 A.M. and 6:00 A.M. after the storm 
has ended.  Please refrain from parking on the street until after all snow and ice control ef-
forts have been completed. 
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