
A GREAT PLACE!
Barrington is a beautiful, historic suburb 
that takes pride in its hometown charm and 
small-town heritage.  More than 300 unique 
shops and restaurants are clustered in five 
distinct retail areas.  The Village Center is 
the heart of town, with its stately Victorian 
homes, historic buildings, quaint shops, and 
restaurants for every palate.  
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OF EVENTS

State of the Village: By The Numbers
Public Works
•	 28th year as a Tree City USA
•	 46 trees planted; 1,368 parkway trees trimmed; 610 dead trees (552 Ash) removed
•	 1,800 tons of recyclable material collected
•	 16,500 linear feet of sanitary sewer pipe cleaned
•	 635 yards of wood chips chipped
•	 978 fire hydrants received annual maintenance
•	 29 snow and ice events handled

Development Services
•	 1.36 miles of Village streets improved
•	 940 yards of pavement patch
•	 $17.5 million in additional Route 14 underpass funding secured
•	 3,700 linear feet of water main and 611 linear feet of storm sewer replaced
•	 1,578 building permits reviewed, approved, and issued
•	Over 2,500 building inspections completed
•	 $327,600 of ICC Grants distributed to residents for individual CN noise mitigation 
projects

Community & Financial Services 
& Human Resources
•	 8.96% increase in sales tax receipts for 2014
•	 6,163 walk-in customers and 10,372 phone-in customers served
•	 30th consecutive year receiving the Certificate of Achievement in Financial Reporting 
Award

•	 11th year in a row receiving the Distinguished Budget Presentation Award
•	Barrington’s Bond Rate is Aa1 (Moody’s)
•	Taxpayers received a savings of $1,252,101 from refinancing since 2009
•	Maintained risk management by working to reduce work-related accidents resulting 
in holding the cost of claims to 64% less than the 5-year average and significantly 
lower than the risk management target that was set

Police
•	 285 cases heard from Administrative Adjudication process, including 83 cases stem-
ming from parking violations

•	 4.8 on a 5 point scale customer satisfaction for Barrington Police Department
•	 9,243 calls for service handled by Barrington Police 
•	 595 traffic accidents handled
•	 49 child safety seats installed
•	Awarded two vehicles valued at more than $41,000 in cash from court ordered prop-
erty forfeitures

•	 Supported and coordinated services for many local events intended to foster eco-
nomic and community development 

Fire and EMS
•	 1,749 total calls received by Barrington Fire Department with an average of 4.8 daily 
call volume

•	 644 of the total calls were alarms or good intent service calls, and 27 other calls in-
cluded cooking, appliance, vehicle, grass, or dumpster fires

•	 1,078 of the total calls were for emergency medical calls, including 343 refusals of 
treatment or transport

•	 792 fire inspections
•	 8,527 hours of training
•	 ISO rating improved from Class 4 to Class 2

Economic & 
Community Development
•	 28 net new businesses
•	 100 Cruise Night cars featured each week
•	 120 artists displayed art work at Art Festival
•	 89 businesses displayed scarecrows for Scarecrow Festival with 700 record attendance
•	 47 merchants participated in Holiday Sweepstakes
•	 21 shops and 8 restaurants participated in the merchant-led Holiday Wine Walks
•	 21,000 Calendar of Events distributed to area residents
•	 5,000 Shopping and Dining Guides distributed
•	 500 tickets were sold to the Oscar Short Films at the Catlow Theater

April 7
Municipal Election

April 13, 8:00 p.m.
Village Board Meeting
Barrington Village Hall
www.barrington-il.gov

April 16-18
Barrington Antique and Garden Show
Barrington Ice House Mall
www.icehousemall.com

April 25, 3:00 - 10:00 p.m.
1865 Street Fair
Downtown Barrington
www.Barrington150.com

April 26, 12:00 p.m.
Crackerjacks Vintage Baseball Game
Citizens Park
www.Barrington150.com

April 26, 2:00 - 5:00 p.m.
Socialize, Share, & Celebrate 150 Years
Barrington Area Library
www.Barrington150.com

April 27, 8:00 p.m.
Village Board Meeting
Barrington Village Hall
www.barrington-il.gov

May 2, 11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Barrington Kids Fest
Citizens Park
www.barringtonbreakfastrotary.org

May 10, 7:00 a.m.
Mother’s Day Run/Walk
Streets of Barrington
www.allcommunityevents.com

May 23 & 24
Barrington Art Festival
Downtown Barrington
www.EnjoyBarrington.com

May 25, 10:30 a.m.
Memorial Day Parade
Downtown Barrington
www.EnjoyBarrington.com

May 28, 6:30 p.m.
Cruise Night
Downtown Barrington
www.EnjoyBarrington.com

Calendar
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  President, Village of Barrington

State of the Village
On Monday, March 16th, I delivered my annual State of the Village address. The 

report included a summary of some metrics in each department or service area for 
2014.  The numbers help to assess how the Village is doing in providing the follow-
ing for our residents – safety, savings, social interactions and opportunities, and 
structures that will meet the needs and desires of the community.  

To see and hear the complete address, please visit www.barrington-il.gov, or 
watch for it on Channel 4. Included in this newsletter, for your information, is a 
snapshot of the State of the Village By the Numbers. 

To all of those again helping to make Barrington a great place to live, work, and 
play, including our Village staff, appointed commission and board members, mer-
chants, community organizations, volunteers, and so many other residents and 
friends, the Village Board and I extend our deepest appreciation and thanks!

Left: Egg Harbor’s new location at Barrington Village Center scheduled to open early-May.  
Right: Barrington’s White House at 145 W. Main St. scheduled to open to the public on July 4th 

A message from 
Karen Darch,  

President of the 
Village of Barrington

         Photo: Thomas Balsamo      

APRIL

06 Committee of the Whole 6:00 pm

07 Zoning Board of Appeals 7:00 pm

08 Cultural Commission 12:00 pm

09 Emergency 9-1-1 Board 8:30 am

09 Architectural Review 7:00 pm

13 Committee of the Whole 6:00 pm

13 Board of Trustees 8:00 pm

14 Plan Commission 7:00 pm

21 Bike & Pedestrian Com 7:00 pm

23 Architectural Review 7:00 pm

27 Committee of the Whole 6:00 pm

27 Board of Trustees 8:00 pm

28 Plan Commission 7:00 pm

MAY

04 Committee of the Whole 6:00 pm

05 Zoning Board of Appeals 7:00 pm

11 Committee of the Whole 6:00 pm

11 Board of Trustees 8:00 pm

12 Plan Commission 7:00 pm

13 Cultural Commission 12:00 pm

14 Architectural Review 7:00 pm

20 Firefighters Pension Fund 7:00 pm

26 Plan Commission 7:00 pm

28 Architectural Review 7:00 pm

Call (847) 304-3400 for more information.

Public Meetings
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Village Board Meeting Summary 
At the Village Board meeting held on February 23rd, the Village Board took action on several items.  The following is a summary of some 
of those items.  The complete summary is available on the Village’s website at www.barrington-il.gov.  
Hiring Part-Time Building Inspector:  The Village Board authorized the hiring of a part-time Building Inspector to fill a position vacated 
by retirement.   
Landscape Maintenance Contract: The Village Board authorized a one-year contract to Alaniz Group, Inc. for the purpose of performing 
maintenance work throughout the Village.  
Grit Tank Replacement: The Village Board approved a contract with Huff & Huff, Inc. for the design and construction engineering ser-
vices related to the replacement of an aerated grit tank used to remove inorganic material from the sewage waste stream.
Garlands Temporary Sign: Pursuant to their planned development ordinance, the Village Board granted an extension to allow the Gar-
lands of Barrington to display their leasing signage until December 31, 2016.  
Fleet Software:  The Village Board authorized the upgrade of the Fleet Division’s computerized fleet analysis software, as included in the 
FY 2015 budget.   
Vehicle Purchase: The Village Board authorized the purchase of a utility truck for the Public Works Department, as included in the FY 
2015 budget.
Special 2015 Edition of Quintessential Barrington: The Village Board amended a contract with QMG to produce and distribute a Sesqui-
centennial Edition of QB Magazine.  
Barrington’s White House Landscaping: The Village Board approved a contract with Doering Landscape Co. to install landscaping for 
BWH.  Doering is making a significant donation of materials as part of this contract.    
ComEd Green Region Grant Program: The Village Board approved the submission of a grant requesting funding for the landscape restora-
tion and repurposing of the grounds at Barrington’s White House.    
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA): The Village Board approved an update to the ADA Transition Plan.  The ADA requires munici-
palities to maintain a plan identifying barriers to access and provide a list of intended remedies. 
All Village Board meetings are aired on Channel 4, and can also be viewed online at www.barrington-il.gov. 

Creating a More Vibrant Barrington

Fancy Art, NFP, located at 113 East Main Street, is celebrating their 20th anniversary!  Fancy Art, 
NFP offers a great selection of frames and moldings, matting and wonderful service, and always at the 
lowest price.  In addition, there are thousands of artworks in stock to choose from, or you can order 
from one of the many leading publishers.  Stop in and see all that Fancy Art NFP has to offer.  For more 

information, visit www.fancyartnfp.com.  
Massage Movement LLC, located at 202 S. Cook Street, Suite 206, is celebrating their 
22nd anniversary!  Massage Movement encourages you to experience Progressive Re-
sponse Massage Therapy, a unique, dynamic massage system which works to create your optimal muscu-
loskeletal foundation by releasing deeply held tension in a totally relaxing atmosphere.  As a thank you to 
all the wonderful customers who have made this anniversary possible, mention the Village Report and you 
will receive a special discount.   Visit www.massagemovement.com for more information.

Village Cycle Sport is moving across the street to 234 W. Northwest Highway.  They have a huge assortment of 
state-of-the-art bicycles, perfect for spring.  In addition, they offer a wide selection of bike maintenance and repair 
services by factory-trained mechanics.  They’ll be happy to help with all of your biking needs!  For more informa-
tion, visit www.VillageCycleSport.com.  

Kooker’s, located at 301 W. Northwest Highway, is celebrating their 25th Anniversary!  Kooker’s is a Barrington clas-
sic and is a favorite for old and young alike.  They offer fresh burgers, homemade soups, salads, and old-fashioned milk 
shakes.  Kooker’s also has a great breakfast menu for all to enjoy.  Visit www.kookersrestau-
rant.com for menu and hours.

Barrington Martial Arts is celebrating their 2nd Anniversary!  Located at 123 Barrington 
Commons, BMA offers classes and weight loss programs for everyone.  A special program 
allows participants to donate one pair of their old jeans to WINGS, a local women’s shelter.  

For more information, call (847) 382-9599 or visit www.barringtonmartialarts.net.

Sweet Spot, located at 102 S. Hager St, is celebrating their 5th anniversary!  Sweet Spot has a new Dairy Bar featuring fresh 
hand dipped ice cream cones, splits, shakes, sundaes, and delicious malts featuring Oberweis milk, Hershey’s chocolate, and 
Carnation malted milk.  Enjoy homemade Italian ice, hand-dipped and boxed chocolates, and seasonal items.  There are lots 
of great gift ideas for all of the people on your shopping list, including candy bouquets and made-to-order candy baskets.  
Visit www.sweetspot102.webs.com for more information.
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Village Manager

Bike to School Day - May 6, 2015
Spring has arrived after a long winter and we have much to look forward to. 

Bike to School Day is right around the corner!  National Bike to School Day be-
gan in 2012 and Barrington has been a proud participant for the past 2 years. 
National Bike to School Day not only encourages children to ride their bikes to 
school, but learn about bike safety and promote a healthy lifestyle. This year 
Bike to School Day falls on Wednesday, May 6, 2015. This is a great way to kick 
start National Bike Month!

As we approach another bike riding season, here are a few bicycle safety and 
maintenance tips to help make bicycling more fun!

Just like driving a car, there are rules for riding your bike: 

•	 Ride on the right side of the road or trail, because drivers expect, and look for, 
other traffic on the right.  

•	 Obey traffic laws—signs and signals, including stoplights. 
•	 Look back before turning or moving left. 
•	 Ride single file if there are cars behind you. 
•	 Use hand signals to let drivers know what you are going to do.
•	 Be careful of people walking — warn them you are coming.  
•	 Look out for cars backing up — They may not see you. 
•	 Don’t ride too close to parked cars. 
•	 Feel unsafe? You can always walk your bike.

Properly maintaining your bicycle is vital to riding safely. Check it yourself before 
each ride with the ABC Quick Check:

AIR — pinch the tires, they should be hard, with good air pressure. 
BRAKES — make sure they work and aren’t rubbing the tire. 
CRANK/CHAIN — if there are problems with your gears or if the chain is loose, take 
it to a bike shop for repairs 
QUICK — check “quick release levers” and other bolts to make sure they are tight.

Finally, your helmet should be worn the right way:

First, put on your helmet so it is level and snug — if it slides around, you need 
thicker pads. 

EYES — you should see the very edge of your helmet when you look up past your 
eyebrow. 
EARS — the straps should meet right under your ear to form a Y. 
MOUTH — the strap should be loose enough so you can breathe and insert one or 
two fingers between the buckle and your skin, but tight enough that if you drop 
your jaw, you can feel the helmet pull down the top of your head. 

See the Village’s website for more information on the bicycle and pedestrian fa-
cilities within Barrington. For tips from the League of Illinois Bicyclists, visit their 
website at www.bikelib.org for more information.

Spring Chipper Schedule
Monday, May 4 - North of Main Street
Monday, May 11 - South of Main Street

Please have all the material out to the curb by 7:00 a.m. on your des-
ignated Monday morning.  The Chipper will make only ONE pass 
through your neighborhood.  Branches may be up to 10” in diameter and 
at least 4’ in length.  Stack branches neatly in a long low pile on the park-
way, with the cut end facing the curb.  Public Works crews cannot pick 
up material on private property.   The following items cannot be picked 
up:  root balls & stumps; building materials; anything with nails, wire or 
bolts; any materials placed in a box or garbage can; grass; leaves; or any 
materials other than wooded branch materials.  Remember to utilize your 
Groot yard waste tote throughout the season. 

From the desk of  
Jeff Lawler,

Village ManagerVillage News You Can Use
Fire Hydrant Flushing Scheduled
April 12 - April 24 (10:30 p.m. - 7:00 a.m.)
This includes the Village of Barrington, Paganica of Barrington 
Hills, and Braymore, Weatherstone, Glencrest, and Sanctuary of 
Inverness
April 27 - 29 (7:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.)
This includes Abbey Woods and Estates of 
Inverness Ridge
The Village conducts an annual flushing of the 
water distribution system to eliminate as much 
mineral content as possible from the domestic 
water supply. Fire hydrant flushing removes a 
considerable amount of loose mineral content 
and “settleable” solids that accumulate in the water supply system 
over a period of time. Fire hydrant flushing operations will be com-
pleted from April 12 through April 29 (as listed above, weather per-
mitting).  Customers may experience discoloration, low water pres-
sure, and rusty water during flushing operations. These symptoms 
may occur the entire flushing period, even when flushing may not 
be in your immediate area. Although water may be discolored, it is 
safe to drink; however, until the water runs clear, it is advisable to 
avoid washing clothes, especially white fabrics. Any questions re-
garding this subject should be directed to the Public Works Depart-
ment at (847) 381-7903.

Barrington Named “Tree City USA”
Barrington is proud to be named a “Tree City USA” for 
the 28th consecutive year.  The Tree City USA program, 
sponsored by the Arbor Day Foundation in cooperation 
with the USDA Forest Service  and the National Asso-
ciation of State Foresters, provides direction, technical 

assistance, public attention, and national recognition for urban and 
community forestry programs in thousands of towns and cities that 
more than 135 million Americans call home.  The many benefits of 
being a Tree City include creating a framework for action, education, 
a positive public image, and citizen pride.

Arbor Day Celebration - Friday April 24
In celebration of Arbor Day on Friday, April 24, Commonwealth Edi-
son will donate trees to be planted at area grade schools.  The Public 
Works Department is providing tree saplings to be distributed to all 
4th grade students as part of the celebration.  The Council of Garden 
Clubs will give a presentation to students, where they will learn how 
trees produce food and energy for people and wildlife, how properly 
selected and planted trees conserve energy, and much more.

        Photo: Thomas Balsamo
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Train Problems?
Don’t Just Fume - Take Action
As the CN traffic builds on the EJ&E line, we understand that resident frustra-
tions are building as well.  In August, about two-thirds of CN’s overall projected 
traffic ran on the EJ&E.  Across the greater Barrington area, we are hearing the 
complaints loud and clear about travel delays due to blocked crossings; freight 
running during peak commuter hours and gridlocking the roads; horns and way-
side noise at all hours; and idling trains sitting for long hours.  
Because we expect this traffic volume to ebb and flow in the months ahead, it’s important that you know you have the power 
to register your complaints to the Surface Transportation Board during the oversight period for this rail merger.  Don’t waste the 
opportunity to tell federal regulators how CN operations are impacting the quality of life in our community.  

If you are bothered by CN’s operations, go to www.FightRailCongestion.com and click onto the “Regis-
ter Rail Complaint” icon on the home page.  Add this website to your mobile devices, so the next time you 
are stalled in traffic watching a mile-long train crawl by and blocking traffic for more than 10 minutes, 
you can do more than just fume!  Whether you are at home or in your car, it’s important that the STB hears 
from us.  Otherwise, they will conclude that things are running smoothly.

Barrington’s White House
The countdown is on!  There are less than 90 days until Barrington’s White House will be open to 
the public.  An Open House will be held on the 4th of July, immediately following the parade until 
4:00 p.m.  Mark your calendars for your chance to explore this great facility that will be our home 
for cultural and community events.
The restoration of Barrington’s landmark on Main Street is through a public/private partnership that 
will create a self-sustaining cultural and community center in the heart of our town. Barrington’s White House can have a future 
as rich as its past. With the engagement of Barrington area residents, the home built in 1898 is being restored to its former grandeur 
and once again become a gathering place for all generations.
The challenge to everyone in the community is to commit to the success of this endeavor.  Present and future generations will 
enjoy this gift we give to ourselves in celebration of Barrington’s 150th anniversary.
Donations of all sizes are appreciated. Donors who contribute $1,000 or more will be recognized on the “Donor Wall” in the 
house. Gifts can be made by cash, check, stock, or credit card. Multiyear pledges can be made for up to five years. If you are inter-
ested in making a larger gift, there are naming opportunities available throughout the building and the grounds.  And yes, your 
donations are tax deductible.  For information, visit www.BarringtonsWhiteHouse.com.

Photo Courtesy of Susan McConnell
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Municipal Election
The Consolidated General Election will be held Tues-
day, April 7, 2015 from 6:00 a.m. through 7:00 p.m.  
Although it seems that the election season has just 
ended, it’s time to vote again!   
On April 7th, the candidates on the ballot will be:

Village Trustee (Vote for Three)
Mike Kozel
JoAnn Fletcher
Maureen Yates
Jim Daluga
Jason Lohmeyer
Robert Windon

One of the most rewarding civic duties in which an individual can participate is 
voting.  Although voting is not a mandatory civic duty, it is critical if you want a 
voice.  Please make the effort to vote!

Barring ton Art Festival
May 23 & 24
10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Amdur Productions proudly kicks off its season with the 
Barrington Art Festival on Memorial Day weekend.  FREE and 
open to the public, the Barrington Art Festival will offer the 
work of 120 juried artists from around the world in a variety of 
mediums, including ceramics, fiber, glass, jewelry, metal, pho-
tography, watercolors, wood, and more.  
In addition to the incredible artwork available for purchase at 
the festival, guests will be able to enjoy live music throughout 
the weekend.  Epicurean delights will also be available at the 
festival.  Activities for kids make the Barrington Art Festival 
the perfect family experience.
In addition, historic self-guided walk-
ing tours throughout the Village will 
be offered beginning Memorial Day 
Weekend 2015, with signage indicating 
significant buildings and landmarks in 
Barrington’s past. The tours will con-
tinue throughout the summer. For more 
information, visit www.Barrington150.
com. 

Cultural and Community News 
Take a Look at the Sun 
April 4, 1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Citizens for Conservation
Join us as we use telescopes with filters that allow 
us to safely view the sun.  See solar flares, promi-
nences, filaments, and sunspots guided by local 
astronomers.  Visit www.citizensforconservation 
.org for information. 

Easter Brunch and Bunny Visits 
April 5, 11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Barrington Ice House Mall
Make reservations today for this traditional 
Easter Brunch at Chessie’s Restaurant and visits 
with the Easter Bunny.  Don’t forget to bring 
your cameras!  For registration, visit www.
icehousemall.com.  

Spring Model Search 
April 11, 1:00 p.m.
Barrington Ice House Mall
Sunburst Beauty Pageant is looking for models 
and beauty pageant contestants from infants 
through 27 years of age.  For more information, 
visit www.icehousemall.com.  

Bataille Performance
April 12, 12:30 p.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Barrington High School
Enjoy a performance by the Bataille dancers at 
the BizEd Community Expo.  For more informa-
tion, visit www.batailledanse.com.  

Antique & Garden Show
April 16-18
Ice House Mall
Local and regional vendors display a wide array of 
outdoor and indoor furnishings and collectibles.  
For more information, visit www.icehousemall.
com.  

Local Author Fair
April 18, 2:00 p.m.
Barrington Area Library
Meet some of Barrington’s amazing authors and 
storytellers at the first local author fair.  Author 
readings, book signings, and keynote speaker 
Sonali Dev will make this a fun experience for 
everyone who loves to discover a wonderful new 
book.  Visit www.barringtonarealibrary.org for 
information.

Bataille Performance
April 25, 3:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Downtown Barrington
Enjoy a performance by the Bataille dancers at 
the 1865 Street Festival.  For more information, 
visit www.batailledanse.com.  
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Did You Know?
More than 70% of the Barrington Vil-
lage Center Project, located at the cor-
ner of Hough and Main Streets, is  al-
ready leased and is scheduled to open 
late spring and early summer 2015. 

Village Vision
The vision of Barrington is to preserve 
and promote its unique small-town 
heritage, preserve its distinct ecologi-
cal and historical character, provide a 
moral and safe environment, maintain 
a high quality of life through the effi-
cient use of community resources, and 
respond to future challenges through 
citizen participation in all civic, social 
and cultural endeavors.

Important Notice!!
If you experience a sanitary sewer back-up due to an extreme rain 
event, please contact the Public Works Department as soon as possi-
ble, Monday through Friday, at (847) 381-7903 or after hours at (847) 
270-9111 and a Village representative will come out to confirm the 
backup and investigate the source of the problem.

You may be surprised by what’s buried in your yard. That’s because most electric, gas, water, sewer 
and telecommunications companies are delivering utility services underground. To avoid personal 
injury and damage to those underground lines, state law requires you to contact JULIE before any 
digging project, regardless of the project size or depth. Both the call and JULIE’s services are free.  
You can prevent injury and avoid damage by following these four important steps:
•	 Call or Click before you dig 
•	 Wait the required amount of time (two working days after your phone call)
•	 Respect the marks
•	 Dig with care
Notify JULIE if you are doing any of the following projects: decks and 
patios, trees or shrubs, swing sets, signs, fountains, tents, fences, mailbox 
posts, room additions, gardens, swimming pools, landscaping, etc. 

CALL 811 OR 1-800-892-0123 TO PLACE A LOCATE REQUEST

Follow us on  
Facebook & 
Twitter!

200 S. Hough Street 
Barrington, IL 60010
847-304-3400
www.barrington-il.gov

Karen Darch, Village President
kdarch@barrington-il.gov

Adam Frazier, Village Clerk
afrazier@barrington-il.gov

TRUSTEES
Paul Hunt
phunt@barrington-il.gov

Jim Daluga
jdaluga@barrington-il.gov

Tim Roberts
troberts@barrington-il.gov

Robert Windon
rwindon@barrington-il.gov

Sue Padula
spadula@barrington-il.gov

Pete Douglas
pdouglas@barrington-il.gov
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