
A GREAT PLACE!
Barrington is a beautiful, historic suburb 
that takes pride in its hometown charm and 
small-town heritage.  More than 300 unique 
shops and restaurants are clustered in five 
distinct retail areas.  The Village Center is 
the heart of town, with its stately Victorian 
homes, historic buildings, quaint shops, and 
restaurants for every palate.  

D
is

co
ve

r

Upcoming Events    2
Calendar of Events    2

Message from Karen Darch    3
Public Meetings    3

More Vibrant Barrington    4

Message from Jeff Lawler    5
News You Can Use    5

Scenes from 2015 Holidays    6
Fight Rail Congestion    6

Cultural & Community News    7
We’re All Ears    7

Winter Parking     8
Public Officials    8

V i l l a g e  R e p o r t

INSIDE 
THIS  

ISSUE

Visit our 

website at  

www.barrington-il.gov

ill i n o i s

b
ar

rington

B
A

RRINGTO
N

  Œ
  I L L I N O I S   

œ

FEBRUARY 2016

a great place to live, work, and playVILL AGE OF

BARRINGTON



2   www.barrington-il.gov | February 2016

OF EVENTS
Barrington Celtic Fest

The large heated party tent will return to Park Avenue to ac-
commodate this festive celebration of all things Irish.  There will 
be a variety of food vendors, bands and entertainment, retail 
merchants selling all things Irish, and family-friendly events 
during the daytime hours.  Once again, a portion of ticket pro-
ceeds will benefit the American Cancer Society Relay for Life.  
The outdoor festival will begin on Thursday afternoon, March 
17th and run through the evening of March 19th.  Make plans 
to join the fun!  

Save the Date! Barrington Art 
Festival - May 28 - 29, 2016
Amdur Productions proudly kicks off its season with 

the Barrington Art Festival on Memorial Day weekend.  
FREE and open to the public, the Barrington Art Festi-
val will offer the work of 120 juried artists from around 
the world in a variety of mediums, including ceramics, 
fiber, glass, jewelry, metal, photography, watercolors, 
wood, and more.  In addition to the incredible artwork 
available for purchase at the festival, guests will be able 
to enjoy live music throughout the weekend.  Epicurean delights will also be available 
at the festival.  Activities for kids make the Barrington Art Festival the perfect family 
experience.  

Barrington Wins BACOG 2015 Donald P Klein 
Award for White House
The “Barrington White House Restoration” projection, submitted by the Village of 

Barrington, was selected for the 2015 Donald P. Klein award from the Barrington Area 
Council of Governments (BACOG). The award was presented to Village President Karen 
Darch at the BACOG member dinner held on October 30th.     

The Village purchased the historic John Robertson, Jr. house in 2007 as part of its 
downtown revitalization efforts. Its intent was to restore and re-purpose the architec-
turally-significant house, make it self-sustaining, and produce a cultural resource for 
the community.  The Barrington project utilized committees of citizens from throughout 
the BACOG area, who led fundraising, landscape planning, interior design and grant 
writing.  Barrington’s White House has been fully restored, with the original ballroom 
re-established for cultural events on the third floor, a bride’s room for weddings and 
office space for the area’s not-for-profits on the second floor, and a community meeting 
and events space with a catering service area on the first floor.  Notably, the White House 
was recently listed on the National Register of Historic Places. Barrington’s White House 
now provides an historic venue in the downtown area – and central in the BACOG area 
– for community organizations and for cultural, civic and community gatherings and 
events.  

The Barrington Area Council of Governments created the Donald P. Klein award in 2010 
to posthumously honor the first and long-time Executive Director of BACOG, Donald 
Patrick Klein.  The award recognizes 
excellence in the current projects 
and activities of the BACOG vil-
lages and townships which further 
the goals advanced by Mr. Klein for 
over 30 years and the current priori-
ties of the BACOG organization, all 
of which enhance the quality of life 
and the environment in the region.  

For more information about BA-
COG, call 847-381-7871 or visit 
www.bacog.org. 

February 8, 8:00 p.m.
Village Board Meeting
Barrington Village Hall
www.barrington-il.gov

February 17, 8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Barrington Community Blood Drive
Barrington Park District
www.lifesource.org

February 20, 12:00 p.m.
An Afternoon of Oscar Nominated Short 
Films
The Catlow Theater
www.EnjoyBarrington.com

February 22, 8:00 p.m.
Village Board Meeting
Barrington Village Hall
www.barrington-il.gov

February 27, 12:00 p.m.
An Afternoon of Oscar Nominated Short 
Films
The Catlow Theater
www.EnjoyBarrington.com

March 17 - 19
Barrington Celtic Fest
McGonigal’s Pub
www.mcgonigalspub.com

May 28-29
Barrington Art Fest
Downtown Barrington
www.EnjoyBarrington.com

Photo: Susan McConnell

Calendar
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  President, Village of Barrington

Barrington’s White House Funded by 
Donations
Share in the legacy. The Barrington White House renovation is being funded by 

private donations from generous individuals, community organizations, founda-
tions and businesses, just like you. It’s your house -- for your use and enjoyment.

We’re almost there. We’ve raised more than 92 percent of the cost through the 
support of over 350 donations. But we still have over $500,000 yet to go. Please 
join your neighbors to help us complete our project. Donations of all sizes are ap-
preciated, from $25 on up. Donations of $1,000 or more will be recognized on the 
Founder’s Day Wall in the front entry.

Gifts can be made by cash, stock or credit card; multi-year pledges can be made 
for up to five years. Donations may also be made by phone: 847-304-3421; in per-
son at Barrington Village Hall or via mail to:

Barrington’s White House

Village of Barrington

200 S. Hough Street

Barrington, IL 60010

For more information on Leadership or Legacy Gifts, contact Beth Raseman at 
224-512-4291 or braseman@barrington-il.gov. 

With appreciation for your support, 

A message from 
Karen Darch,  

President of the 
Village of Barrington

         Photo: Thomas Balsamo      

FEBRUARY

01 Committee of the Whole 6:00 pm

02 Zoning Board of Appeals 7:00 pm

08 Committee of the Whole 6:00 pm

08 Board of Trustees 8:00 pm

09 Plan Commission 7:00 pm

10 Cultural Commission 12:00 pm

11 Architectural Review 7:00 pm

18 BWH Advisory Board 3:00 pm

22 Committee of the Whole 6:00 pm

22 Board of Trustees 8:00 pm

23 Plan Commission 7:00 pm

24 Firefighters Pension Bd 7:00 pm

25 Architectural Review 7:00 pm

MARCH

01 Zoning Board of Appeals 7:00 pm

07 Committee of the Whole 6:00 pm

08 Plan Commission 7:00 pm

09 Cultural Commission 12:00 pm

10 Architectural Review 7:00 pm

14 Committee of the Whole 6:00 pm

14 Board of Trustees 8:00 pm

17 BWH Advisory Board 3:00 pm

28 Committee of the Whole 6:00 pm

28 Board of Trustees 8:00 pm

Call (847) 304-3400 for more information.

Public Meetings
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Creating a More Vibrant Barrington

Village Board Meeting Summary 
At the Village Board meetings held December 14, 2015 and January 11, 2016, the Village Board took action on several items.  The following 

is a summary of some of those items.  
407 E. Main Street:  The Village Board approved a special use planned development and a certificate of approval for a proposed 12-unit 

residential building.
BACOG 2016 Legislative Platform:  The Village Board passed a resolution supporting the BACOG 2016 Legislative Platform, which 

includes issues that the region will face in the coming year.
2015 Tax Levies: The Village Board passed several ordinances related to the 2015 property tax levies.
Village Code Amendments: The Village Board approved several code amendments relating to vehicle towing procedures, watershed ordi-

nance, storm sewer restrictions, and tobacco sales. 
Appointments: The Village Board consented to the appointment and reappointment of several people to the Cultural Commission
Budget: An amendment to the 2015 budget was approved, as well as the adoption of the 2016 budget.  
Hiring of Staff: The Village Board authorized the hiring of two positions within the Village, including a Public Works Maintenance Worker 

and an Accounting Assistant. 
Complete Village Board meeting agendas are available on the Village’s website.  Also, all meetings are aired on Channel 4, and can also be 

viewed online at www.barrington-il.gov.  

We are proud to announce enhancements to our business community that help to make Barrington more vibrant.  

Mum 117, located at 117 E. Station Street, is a brand new boutique in the Village Center that opened in 
early December. This special shop offers a great collection of “objects of art” making it a cross between 
a museum gift shop and a lifestyle store.  Mum 117 features an eclectic mix of home accessories, infant/
toddler clothing and toys, fine art and books, and a small line of women’s clothing. Each item is sourced 
for its earth friendliness and natural materials.  This is a great opportunity to find that perfect gift for 
someone.  For more information, visit www.mum117.com.

Briddick Tile and Stone, located at 118 S. Northwest Highway, is a retailer that specializes in tile, stone, 
and marble for showers, kitchens, bathrooms, basements, and laundry rooms.  The company believes 
that tile is one of the most important features in a room. Therefore, they are passionate about the de-
tails, striving to make each project an amazing experience.  Briddick Tile and Stone offers only the best 
innovation, materials, designs, and quality of labor.  They look forward to working with you and are 
confident that you will love working with them! For more information, visit them at www.briddicktile-
andstone.com. 

Tiger Martial Arts, located at 762 W. Northwest Highway, is led by David Garrison, who has been 
training children and adults in martial arts for the past 32 years. Located in their new home at the 
Foundry Shopping Center, Tiger Martial Arts offers training in kimudo, jujitsu, hapkido, weapons 
training, kickboxing, and nutrition programs.  Martial Arts classes aim to increase self confidence, 
discipline, coordination, concentration, and defensive skills.  For a complete list of classes and infor-
mation, visit www.tigerumat.com. 

Cooper’s of Barrington, located at 117 S. Hough Street, has transformed their space and ex-
panded their menu for a new fresh experience. Their new Big Iron Horse Barbecue, created 
to bring flavors of Texas, the great Southwest, and the Caribbean together, has become a Vil-
lage favorite.  Most entrees are complimented with sides such as barbecue Cuban black beans, 
cilantro jasmine rice, fresh fruit, sweet corn bread, and fresh vegetables. Cooper’s still offers 
their traditional menu including pizzas, sandwiches, salads and burgers, and all items are available for takeout, too. Make 
plans to stop by for lunch or dinner and enjoy a casual meal in their beautiful new space! 
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Village Manager

Holiday Light Recycling Program
The Barrington Public Works Department has 

partnered with Elgin Recycling to establish a “Hol-
iday Light Recycling Program.” Collection of these 
lights will be at the Public Works Facility, 300 N. 
Raymond Avenue, through March 31, 2016. The 
drop-off bin will be located at the main entrance of Public 
Works. Accepted for recycling will be: mini-lights (or Ital-
ian lights), C7 lights, C9 lights, rope lights, LED lights, and 
extension cords. All colors and lengths will be accepted. 
The Village will not accept garland, live greens, wreathes, 
or other non-recyclables. For more information on this pro-
gram please contact the Public Works Department at (847) 
381-7903 or visit www.elginrecycling.com.

Village Seeking Volunteers
The Village of Barrington is seek-

ing citizens who would be inter-
ested on serving their community 
on the Bicycle and Pedestrian Ad-
visory Committee. The Committee 
is looking for a member that is pas-
sionate about pedestrian and bicycle safety and has a vision 
for Barrington’s future. The Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory 
Committee meets quarterly on the third Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. 
Interested individuals are encouraged to send a resume to 
mmarcordes@barrington-il.gov by February 15, 2016.

Barrington Expands 
Recycling Programs
In October of 2015, Barrington entered a new Recycling and Re-

fuse Agreement with Groot Industries. Within that agreement, 
there are two new residential Recycling Pro-
grams - the New Electronics Recycling Pro-
gram and the New Food Scrap Composting 
Program. The Electronics Program is al-
ready in place and is very easy to use. Illi-
nois prohibits many electronic items from 
being disposed of in landfills.  Groot will col-
lect unlimited electronic waste at the curb 

at no additional charge.  Residents can simply call Groot at (800) 
244-1977 to schedule a pickup 24 hours in advance.  Electronic 
materials include computers and monitors, video game consoles, 
printers, televisions, DVD players, etc.

The new Food Scrap Composting Program 
will start on Friday March 18, 2016 and 
continue until December 16, 2016, when 
yard waste collection ends, before resum-
ing again in March, 2017. Barrington resi-
dents will be permitted to place approved 
food scrap materials inside their 95 gallon 
compost cart.  Collection will continue to occur on Fridays with 
regular recycling and refuse pickup.  Food composting keeps food 
waste out of landfills, where it takes up space, produces meth-
ane and often cannot decompose.  Composted food breaks down 
quickly and produces healthy soil making it much better for the 
environment. 

Additional details and educational material on these new pro-
grams will be mailed to all residents. Visit www.barrington-il.gov 
for more information on these programs.

  Yard Waste Pick-up Resumes

Compost pick-up will
resume on Friday,
March 18, 2016.

Text to 9-1-1 (Lake County Only)
CenCom (the Village’s emergency dis-

patch center) is the first and currently 
the only center in Lake County to offer 
Text-to-911 service. Placing a voice call 
to 9-1-1 is still the most efficient method 

to get access to police, fire, and medical services. However, 
Text-to-911 can be beneficial in some of the following situa-
tions:  1) When a voice call may endanger a victim’s safety 
(kidnapping, home invasion, hostage situation, etc., 2) For 
the hearing or speech impaired. In the “To” section of the 
text message, type in 911. In the message section, type in in-
formation about emergency and hit “Send.” CenCom has the 
capability of texting you back while help is on the way.

From the desk of  
Jeff Lawler,

Village ManagerVillage News You Can Use

        Photo: Thomas Balsamo
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Train Problems?
Don’t Just Fume - Take Action
As the CN traffic builds on the EJ&E line, we understand that resident frustra-

tions are building as well.  In August, about two-thirds of CN’s overall projected 
traffic ran on the EJ&E.  Across the greater Barrington area, we are hearing the 
complaints loud and clear about travel delays due to blocked crossings; freight 
running during peak commuter hours and gridlocking the roads; horns and way-
side noise at all hours; and idling trains sitting for long hours.  
Because we expect this traffic volume to ebb and flow in the months ahead, it’s important that you know you have the power 

to register your complaints to the Surface Transportation Board during the oversight period for this rail merger.  Don’t waste the 
opportunity to tell federal regulators how CN operations are impacting the quality of life in our community.  

If you are bothered by CN’s operations, go to www.FightRailCongestion.com and click onto the “Regis-
ter Rail Complaint” icon on the home page.  Add this website to your mobile devices, so the next time you 
are stalled in traffic watching a mile-long train crawl by and blocking traffic for more than 10 minutes, 
you can do more than just fume!  Whether you are at home or in your car, it’s important that the STB hears 
from us.  Otherwise, they will conclude that things are running smoothly.

Scenes from the 2015 Holidays
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Cultural and Community News 
BWH Volunteer Meeting
February 6, 10:00 a.m. 
Barrington’s White House
Barrington’s White House is seeking volunteers 
to host cultural events several times a year, to 
greet visitors during open houses, and to provide 
tours for organizations.  There will be a brief gen-
eral presentation and a tour of the house.  If you 
are unable to attend, but would like more infor-
mation about volunteering, please contact Mary 
DiGiulio at (847) 337-9390 or email her at www.
mwd9@hotmail.com.  

Mosquito Abatement 
February 6, 10:00 a.m. 
Village Hall
Ryan Anderson from Midwest Pesticide Action 
Center will describe the detrimental effects of 
mosquito fogging and discuss alternative con-
trols.  This program is free for Citizens for Con-
servation members and $10 for nonmembers.  
Please RSVP to (847) 382-SAVE or community@
citizensforconservation.org.  

Super Sunday Ladies Day Event
February 7, 11:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Paris Market Antiques
Visit Paris Market Antiques for refreshments and 
one-of-a-kind, name-your-price items.  For more 
information, call (847) 756-4174.

Pat McKillen in Concert 
February 13, 8:00 p.m. 
Barrington’s White House
Catch local rising singer/songwriter Pat McKillen, 
a Tower Lake native will perform his powerful 
and passionate works from his albums and EP. 
Named “Best Emerging Artist” and appearing on 
“America’s Got Talent,” his organic and creative 
pieces will resonate with you long after the night 
ends.  His folk/rock/pop/acoustic talents will 

appeal to a wide range of ages and audiences. 
$15 cover charge - cash bar. For more informa-
tion or tickets visit www.barringtonswhitehouse.
com or call 224-512-4284.  

Barrington Community Blood Drive 
February 17, 8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
Barrington Park District
Share your strength, hope, and courage by do-
nating blood. To schedule an appointment, use 
sponsor code 281D at www.lifesource.org or call 
(877) 543-3768.  Walk-ins are welcome. 

Hollywood’s Greatest Night Gala 
February 28, 6:30 p.m. 
Barrington’s White House
We’re rolling out the red carpet for live viewing of 
the 88th Academy Awards? Slip on your sequined 
gown or your tuxedo and share in the excitement 
of Oscar night – streamed live on large-screen 
television. Sip champagne and nibble on hors 
d’oeuvres while you check out the celebrities and 
see who the Oscar goes to. You could win, too. 
There will be prizes for best celebrity look-alike, 
most glamorous and most accurate ballot. Tick-
ets are available for $25. Call (224) 512-4284 or 
visit www.barringtonswhitehouse.com for more 
information or tickets.  

Featured Artist: Patricia Lindgren
Month of February
BCAC Gallery at the Ice House Mall
Visit the Ice House Mall to view the works of 
local artist Patricia Lindgren who works primarily 
with oil paints and has been working mostly on a 
series of dancers.

Barrington Creates
Month of February
Barrington Area Library
The Barrington Area Library will be celebrating 
the creative spirit of our community. Experts in 

Residence, Make It Saturday, CreatorFairs, craft 
and 3-D printing programs, snow building, kara-
oke contest, color-it-yourself mural, and much 
more! Visit www.balibrary.org/barrington-cre-
ates for more information. 

Native Shade Gardens 
March 5, 10:00 a.m. 
Village Hall
Peggy Simonsen, chairperson of the Community 
Education Committee, will discuss native shade 
plants for all seasons. This program is free for 
Citizens for Conservation members and $10 for 
nonmembers.  Please RSVP to (847) 382-SAVE or 
community@citizensforconservation.org.  

Geoffrey Baer Lecture 
March 13, 3:00 p.m. 
Barrington’s White House
Come meet Geoffrey Baer, Emmy-award winning 
television host and documentarian.  He is best 
known for his PBS specials on Chicago architec-
ture and history.  This event will bring the Chicago 
Architecture Foundation docent extraordinaire 
to town to discuss our area’s architecturally sig-
nificant buildings and happenings, including Bar-
rington’s White House. Sponsored by Barrington 
Bank and Trust. For more information or tickets 
go to www.barringtonswhitehouse.com or call 
(224) 512-4284.

Barrington Middle School 
Arts Showcase
March 16, 7:30 p.m.  
Barrington’s White House
Come see the talented Middle School students 
display their talents on the first floor and in the 
ballroom.  This is a free event.  For more informa-
tion, visit www.barringtonswhitehouse.com.  

We’re All Ears... 
“We’re All Ears” provides a way for YOU to communicate with the Village of Barrington elected officials 

and administration.  Your advice, suggestions, questions and opinions are appreciated and will receive 
a response.  There are several ways for you to communicate your thoughts.  You can email the Village 
directly at vobvm@barrington-il.gov, visit the “contact us” section on our website at www.barrington-il.
gov, call (847) 304-3444, or fill out the following form and mail to: Village of Barrington, 200 South Hough 
Street, Barrington, IL 60010.  Name and mailing address or email address are required in order to receive 
a response.  

Name: Email:

Date: Address Phone:



Please keep your fire hydrant clear of snow. 
It will greatly help you and the firefighters 
in case of fire.

Presorted Standard  
U.S. Postage PAID

Barrington, IL
Permit 40

Did You Know?
The Secretary of State Office is no lon-
ger sending out license plate renewal 
notices?  Sign up to receive email notifi-
cation at www.cyberdriveillinois.com. . 

Village Vision
The vision of Barrington is to preserve 
and promote its unique small-town heri-
tage, preserve its distinct ecological and 
historical character, provide a moral and 
safe environment, maintain a high quality 
of life through the efficient use of commu-
nity resources, and respond to future chal-
lenges through citizen participation in all 
civic, social and cultural endeavors.

Winter Parking
November 1st through March 31st

To allow snow plows to safely maneuver and clean the 
streets for emergency response vehicles, parking is not 
permitted after 1:00 a.m. on streets within the Central 
Business District when snow accumulation is over two 
inches, until snow removal operations are complete.  
Parking is not permitted at any time on residential 
streets outside of the Central Business District when 
snow accumulation is two inches or more, until snow 
removal operations are complete.  Just as a reminder, parking is always prohibited on all Village 
Streets between the hours of 1:00 A.M. until 6:00 A.M.  Village snow removal crews typically 
complete post storm clean-up of Village streets during the hours of 1:00 A.M. and 6:00 A.M. 
after the storm has ended.  Please refrain from parking on the street until after all snow and ice 
control efforts have been completed. 

Snow Removal Tips
During snow storms, watch Channel 4 and the Village’s website www.bar-
rington-il.gov for detailed snow removal tips.  Like most municipalities 
in northern Illinois, the Village requires residents and business owners to 
clear snow and ice from the sidewalks adjacent to your property.  Keeping 
your sidewalk clear is important for preventing hazardous conditions for 
pedestrians.  Please remember to do your part to help assure the safety of your neigh-
borhoods and customers by making sure your sidewalk is promptly cleared.
Snow Piled at End of Driveways
Because there are more than 3,800 driveways in the Village, we do not have enough 
equipment and personnel to clear snow at the end of driveways.  We recommend wait-
ing until the street has been plowed from curb to curb before clearing your driveway.

Follow us on  
Facebook & 
Twitter!

200 S. Hough Street 
Barrington, IL 60010
847-304-3400
www.barrington-il.gov

Karen Darch, Village President
kdarch@barrington-il.gov

Adam Frazier, Village Clerk
afrazier@barrington-il.gov

TRUSTEES
Jim Daluga
jdaluga@barrington-il.gov

Tim Roberts
troberts@barrington-il.gov

Sue Padula
spadula@barrington-il.gov

Pete Douglas
pdouglas@barrington-il.gov

Jason Lohmeyer
jlohmeyer@barrington-il.gov

Todd Sholeen
tsholeen@barrington-il.gov
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