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To: mmarcordes@barrington-il.gov

What Special Interest Do Realtors Have in
Home Rule?

As we have held information sessions around the
Village about Home Rule, I am almost always asked
why the realtors are sending so many mailers
opposed to Home Rule. I’ve also been asked if there is
any other organized group opposing Home Rule. To
the second question, I have answered that I do not
know of any other group. In answer to the first
question, I offer the following:

As mentioned in an earlier article, the realtor group
that has spent tens of thousands of dollars to send
these mailers since Labor Day (I have received 6 to date) is not based in our area. A review of their
website and other realtor political action websites indicates that opposing Home Rule is their mission
regionally and statewide.

Despite the fact that there is no indication that Home Rule has adversely affected the property
values or sales in any of our neighboring Home Rule communities (such as Barrington Hills, Lake
Barrington, South Barrington, Inverness), the website for realtors in opposition to Home Rule and
their mailers refer to potential for property owners to pay more taxes as reasons for opposition.

Well, the truth of the matter is that the evidence shows that property tax levies have been flat or
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lowered in our nearby Home Rule communities (even without the ordinance such as the one the
Village of Barrington passed in September which would continue the Non-Home Rule property tax
cap, even if Home Rule is approved). Additionally, across the state over the decades of Home Rule,

there is no evidence of a greater property tax burden per capita for those in Home Rule versus
Non-Home Rule communities. Finally, as discussed previously, for the past 25 years, the law has been
that there can be no real estate transfer tax in a Home Rule community without a second
referendum.

The realtor group website also indicates opposition to Home Rule because they state that it will
allow a municipality to take on more debt. It’s important to remember that, as a Non-Home Rule
community, Barrington already can incur debt without going to referendum. In recent years, we
have used debt responsibly for major storm and sanitary sewer projects as well as to help ease
flooding ($26 million); for downtown redevelopment ($18.8 million; all of which will be repaid as of
1/1/23); and for parking expansion ($2 million). We are repaying this debt on schedule and have
maintained our AA+ credit rating.

The third area of opposition described on the realtor website references tenants. Therein lies the
main source of opposition, I believe. Let’s further examine this topic.

The Village of Barrington consists of over 25% rental housing. This figure is often surprising to
residents – particularly if your home is in a single-family subdivision. But spread throughout the
Village are many multi-family rental properties offering a different housing option. Over the years
most appear to have been well maintained, and their residents have been an important part of our
community.

However, at times there have been problems with either tenant criminal behavior and/or
property maintenance issues on some of these properties. We have encountered drugs, guns,
gangs, and violence spilling out of certain rental properties and into neighboring yards. We have had
multiple police calls to some properties — in fact, one property had over 100 police calls in one year.

While these incidents may not directly affect everyone in our Village, they are problematic for other
tenants and Village neighborhoods, and these situations are not good for our community overall. In
times like these, when more public safety is a very desired goal, having greater rental property
controls such as those afforded by Home Rule’s crime-free housing provision is important. As
discussed in a prior e-mail message, crime-free housing is not used to discriminate based on prior
criminal history; rather, it can require that a tenant be evicted for criminal behavior committed on
the leased premises.

Thus, if you were a realtor political action group, supported by members who may own investment
rental properties or are the rental agents for these properties, you might not welcome Home Rule
and its crime-free housing provisions. The greater attention, oversight or action by rental property
owners which could be required to deal with law-breaking tenants or unkempt properties may not be
appealing to them, but would certainly be beneficial to the whole community.

Perhaps with the exception of an outside realtor lobbying political action committee (PAC), I believe
all of us (including most realtors, especially those who serve the Barrington area) know a well-
maintained and safe community is where residents and potential residents want to live.

Thus, as you make your decision about Home Rule, it is important to think about the whole picture
— the reality versus the unsupported fears — and what YOUR decision means for you and our
entire community.
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Home Rule - Reality vs. Speculation

For the past few weeks we have been talking about
whether the Village of Barrington should become
Home Rule. The referendum question is on the
November 8 ballot, and you get to decide.

The reality is that without Home Rule status, no one in
Barrington (be they residents or elected officials) has
the ability to enhance safety in our community via
crime-free rental housing (more than 25% of
Barrington's housing is rental); to achieve cost savings
and efficiencies through multi-year contracting; to
determine a later retirement age for certain personnel; to implement an incentivizing fine structure
to ensure correction of property maintenance violations; or to take any other actions we might need
for Barrington unless the State of Illinois has authorized us to do so. With Home Rule, we would have
those abilities.

What about taxing authority?
Of course, with Home Rule abilities comes greater taxing authority in the hands of locally elected
Village Board members. So what about that taxing power? The Village Board has said that it will use
that power to create a 1% Home Rule sales tax, which will provide additional revenue to apply to
infrastructure (we are not currently able to keep up with our infrastructure maintenance despite
cost-saving measures -- see more information here) as well as other beautification efforts that keep
Barrington attractive and maintains the community as we all want it to be. The Board has also
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passed an ordinance that states we will keep our property tax levy within the current non-Home
Rule tax cap even if Home Rule status is approved.

But some have asked, What about future boards? Or, what if board members get "overserved"
and decide to impose a massive tax increase?

Well, no board members I have known over the years have wanted to pay more in taxes themselves,
so they are always looking for ways to be fiscally prudent. In addition, Village boards have followed
the will of the community in not approving revenue sources such as video gaming or cannabis sales.
There is no reason to think these Board decisions would radically change under Home Rule.

And we don’t have to just speculate about what this greater taxing authority might mean -- we have
evidence in our own backyard. Our neighbors, including Barrington Hills, Lake Barrington, South
Barrington and Inverness — whose residents share our schools, places of worship, restaurants, and
retail opportunities — have decades of experience as Home Rule communities. In South Barrington
and Lake Barrington, the property tax levy has not been increased over the last several years. But
even further, Barrington Hills has had a property tax levy decrease over each of the past eight years.
South Barrington and Lake Barrington have the 1% Home Rule sales tax in place and have used that
revenue, paid by all visitors to the Arboretum, Pepper Park, and other retail and restaurant
establishments in their communities, to allow their budgets to keep up with infrastructure, ease the
burden on property taxes, and address other needs to keep their communities safe and attractive
and maintain their property values. 

This is the same way in which the Village of Barrington intends to use a 1% Home Rule sales tax, paid
not only by our residents, but also by the many non-residents who shop and dine here, which will
help us keep up with the infrastructure we all use.

We can also look at the decades of evidence from other Home Rule vs. non-Home Rule studies of the
taxation in towns across both Illinois and the nation. The Northern Illinois University Center for
Governmental Studies concluded in a report on this issue that there is “no evidence that officials in
municipalities with broad grants of powers from the state, such as home rule, misuse these
powers. Municipalities with more tax and borrowing powers did not levy higher taxes per capita and
they enjoyed better credit ratings.”

At the end of the day, the question that Village of Barrington residents have the power to decide is:
How do the very real benefits of Home Rule stack up against the disproven speculation about
abusive taxation?

For more information on Home Rule, please attend an Information Session TONIGHT at Hough
Street School (7:00 p.m.) or at another time convenient for you. For more information, visit
barrington-il.gov/homerule.

Thank you,

Karen Darch
Village President

Village of Barrington
200 S. Hough Street - Barrington, IL 60010
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Why Home Rule NOW?

Over the past several weeks, we have had a number of
well-attended community information sessions where
residents have asked very thoughtful questions about
Home Rule. One of the questions that comes up often
is “Why Home Rule now?”

Simply put, Home rule gives us powers to do
numerous things that our residents have been asking
for. Here are just a few of them:

1. Ability to have more independence from Springfield to make local decisions that are best
for Barrington. 

2. Ability to enact a crime-free housing ordinance. Home Rule provides tools that can help the
Village better address criminal activity on rental properties. Rental properties make up over
25% of Village housing.

3. Ability to enter into multi-year contracts. This saves the Village money by locking in prices
and favorable terms over a number of years.

4. Ability to invest more in roads, sidewalks, bike paths, and beautification through a 1%
Home Rule Sales tax.

The additional revenue from the 1% Home Rule sales tax (paid not only by Village residents but also
by non-residents who visit our town) will go directly toward more timely repair of our roads,
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replacement of the brick pavers in our downtown, and additional beautification efforts and

community spaces in the Village. Our residents have been asking for all of these things for some
time.

Does Home Rule give elected officials a blank check?
All along, we have been very transparent about our intentions (1% Home Rule sales tax), and we
have also passed an ordinance that would limit property tax increases to the current non-Home Rule
tax cap. 

For residents who are concerned that their current or future locally elected Village officials might
“abuse” Home Rule powers, I offer the following: 

Over many decades, the Village Board has a strong history of making financially prudent
decisions. In order to continue providing a high level of services with limited resources, the Village
has leveraged innovation and purchasing to reduce costs. Over the last five years, the Village has
reduced its staff by 10 percent. Functions that can be performed more efficiently and effectively
through external contracts have been pursued. To help reduce the replacement cost of expensive,
front-line equipment, the Village partnered with a nearby community to jointly purchase a $500,000
Vactor Truck.

Joint purchasing of general liability and health insurance, through the Village's active participation in
local government pools, has resulted in lower premiums as measured against national trends.

Since 2015, approximately $11m of debt has been paid down and almost 90 percent of the
Village's outstanding debt is paid directly through user fees - paid by water customers and
commuters.

Strong financial management has led Moody's Investor Services to rate the Village's credit risk at
AA1, which signifies that the community is financially sound, well managed, and maintains adequate
reserves.

Will Future Boards Do What the Community Supports?
During my time in Village government in Barrington, the Village Board has always been very
conscious of what the community desires and would support. In fact, the Boards, particularly in
recent years, have had opportunities to enact revenue-generating measures such as video gaming
and cannabis sales; however, those avenues were not pursued because we know these are not what
the Barrington community wants.

I would also direct you to any of our neighboring communities that are already Home Rule -
Barrington Hills, South Barrington, Lake Barrington, Inverness. I think you will not see a record of
unbridled taxing or spending in those towns. 

What Do Objective Studies Say About Home Rule?
The Home Rule issue in Illinois has been extensively studied over more than four decades. A report
from Northern Illinois University’s Center for Governmental Studies found that, even without an
ordinance keeping the non-Home Rule tax cap as the Village has done, “there was no significant
difference in the average property tax levy for home rule and non-home rule municipalities in
Illinois.”  

That same Northern Illinois University report stated there is “no evidence that officials in
municipalities with broad grants of powers from the state, such as home rule, misuse these
powers. Municipalities with more tax and borrowing powers did not levy higher taxes per capita and
they enjoyed better credit ratings Thus there is no reason to believe that increasing local government
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they enjoyed better credit ratings. Thus there is no reason to believe that increasing local government
powers would cause or lead public officials to become less trustworthy, responsible, responsive, fair or
effective with their governmental powers or fulfilling their governmental responsibilities.”

 
You can read the entire NIU report here.

In-Person Voting Begins Monday
Don’t forget, local early voting begins this Monday, October 24. We understand this question may
appear at the very end of the ballot, so please be sure to find the Home Rule question on your ballot.

Also, we are having a special “Coffee and Conversations with Village Officials” session on Home
Rule this Saturday, October 22, at Starbucks on Main Street from 8:30 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. I hope to
see you there!

Karen Darch
Village President

Village of Barrington
200 S. Hough Street - Barrington, IL 60010
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Home Rule Virtual Information Session
Thursday, October 13, 2022

As you may know, the Village has placed a Home Rule Referendum on the ballot for
the November 8 election.

We have set up several Information Sessions in order for our community to learn
more about Home Rule. We hope you will attend a session to gather with your
neighbors and meet directly with the Village Board of Trustees and Village Staff.
You'll hear a presentation about Home Rule and have the opportunity to ask
questions.

Home Rule Virtual Information Session 📆
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This virtual session is on

Thursday, October 13 at 7:00 pm.

Register for Free Virtual Session

In the meantime, visit our Home Rule Resource Center at barrington-il.gov/homerule.
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What's Up with Those Realtor Campaign
Mailings We've Been Getting Lately?

If you have been watching your mail over the past
several weeks, you have likely seen several campaign
mailers coming to your home from a Northbrook-
based realtors' association regarding Home Rule.

While it's not my role to tell our residents which way
to vote on Home Rule (that's up to you to decide), I do
want to point out a few things, as I believe these
weekly mailings from the realtor group provide a
distorted view of the facts. Here are some facts:

1) This group, based in Northbrook, and others like it, send one-size-fits-all boilerplate campaign
mailers to communities statewide that have a Home Rule referendum on the ballot.

2) The group claims that Home Rule is simply a way to raise taxes and incur more debt. I believe that
we have been very transparent and shown the community what our intentions are with Home
Rule. We have passed an ordinance that would not increase property taxes beyond the non-Home
Rule limit that we currently abide by today.

We also have said that with Home Rule, we intend to consider a 1% sales tax increase, which would
be used to increase revenue for things our residents have been asking for -- infrastructure
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maintenance (roads, sidewalks, bike paths) and beautification throughout the Village (al fresco
dining, community spaces), and lets us share the costs of these with non-Village of Barrington
residents who use them when they come here.

3) We also have indicated that we would consider using Home Rule to enact a crime-free housing
ordinance, which is also something our residents have been asking for. It is possible that the realtors'
associations oppose this because it will require landlords to take action if their tenants engage in
certain criminal activity on the leased property.

4) This group may also be opposing Home Rule because of they fear a potential real estate transfer
tax. They may not be aware that a law was passed over two decades ago that would require a
second referendum for a Home Rule community to enact a real estate transfer tax.

In the end, as I said above, it is up to our residents to decide about Home Rule. But from where I sit,
there are a number of things that can make our community a better place to live under Home Rule,
such as more local decisions being made not by Springfield but by those local officials that YOU
elect. Also, Home Rule provides the ability to do more of what our residents are asking for --
infrastructure, beautification, and crime-free housing.

I hope you will consider all the facts when you are making your decision to vote on November 8. We
have several upcoming Community Information Sessions (both in person and via Zoom), and as
always, a wealth of information can be found on our Home Rule web site at www.barrington-il.gov/
homerule.

Thank you,

Karen Darch
Village President
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*Not applicable to groceries, prescription drugs or auto sales 

Below are DRAFT plans for Park Avenue Plaza, a community
gathering space and al fresco dining opportunity. Home Rule
could provide additional revenue for projects such as this.
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This is YOUR community... know the FACTS before you vote.
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LEARN MORE TODAY

Tuesday, October 11

7:00 PM

Roslyn Road Elementary
School

Thursday, October 13

7:00 PM

VIRTUAL
Register Here

 ‌
  ‌
  ‌

200 S. Hough Street | Barrington, IL 60010
(847) 304-3400 | barrington-il.gov
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We are always interested in your comments; please e-mail us at
constantcontact@barrington-il.gov.
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