
Village of Barrington

Home Rule 
Local Control to Manage Local Issues



The Village of Barrington, a 
non-home rule community, has put a

referendum question on the November 8th ballot
seeking voter approval to become a home rule

community.



What is Home Rule?

Home rule municipalities, unless they are expressly prohibited or preempted by
state or federal law, have more flexibility by the locally elected officials to make
decisions that better reflect the desire of the community.

Home Rule is a type of governance that gives municipalities greater authority to
shape local solutions for local issues.

Home rule municipalities have more options to fund infrastructure improvements
(streets, sidewalks, and bike paths) with additional revenue from all users of the
system – including non-residents.



Prior to 1971, all municipalities shared the same authority to make decisions. In 1971, in
response to growing frustrations with a one-size fits all solution to individual and unique
municipal needs, an Illinois Constitutional Amendment was passed that granted home rule
authority to certain municipalities.

Who is Home Rule?

Population
Communities with a

population of 25,000
attain home rule status

automatically

Referendum
Communities with a

population of less than
25,000 can only attain

home rule status by voter
referendum

Barrington
Population:

10,722

Can only attain home rule
by referendum

There are 219 home rule municipalities in Illinois.

There are two ways a community can become home rule - by population and by referendum.



Home Rule
by

Referendum

Bannockburn

Barrington Hills

Bloomingdale

Buffalo Grove

Carpentersville

Crystal Lake

Deerfield

Elgin

Glenview

Highland Park

Inverness

Lake Barrington

Lake Bluff

Lake Forest

Lincolnshire

Lincolnwood

Mettawa

Morton Grove

Norridge

Oakbrook Terrace

River Grove

Riverwoods

Home Rule Communities in Our Region That
Held Successful Referenda

Rolling Meadows

Rosemont

Schiller Park

South Barrington

Volo

Warrenville

Wheeling

Willowbrook

Wilmette

Winnetka

Woodridge



There are 88 home rule communities
in the north and northwest suburbs

Home Rule Communities in the North and
Northwest Suburbs

A majority of municipalities that are full
service (provide police, fire, and public
works services) are home rule.

Our region has the largest percentage
of home rule communities in the state.



Barrington is a Full Service Community

Barrington is a full service community that
provides police and fire protection and public
works (including street maintenance and snow
plowing) to its residents.

Barrington also supplies water and provides
waste treatment to properties within the Village
as well as customers in parts of Barrington Hills,
Inverness and South Barrington.



Why Is Barrington Considering
Home Rule?

Home Rule provides more local control and access to decision-makers on more
issues that are important to Barrington residents.

Over the past few years, through community surveys and listening sessions, we have
listened to our residents tell us what is most important to them, beyond the “standard”
services we provide.

With Home Rule, we would have more diverse revenue streams from regional users
that would allow us to invest more in our roads, sidewalks, bike paths, and
beautification of our Village, among other important projects.



Local officials can make decisions that directly affect Barrington, including the ability to:

Share the tax burden with non-Village residents through a 

 those funds would be spent on infrastructure repairs and improvements
Enter into multi-year contracts (reduce purchase costs) 

contracts negotiated annually are more sensitive to inflation
adjustments

Enact rental housing and property maintenance rules
allows the ability to  be more proactive in managing maintenance issues
provides an avenue to address serious criminal activity by tenants

Eliminate a mandatory retirement age for top-level public safety
administration

allows for a stronger ability to recruit and retain top talent
Attain the top credit rating (AAA), which is very difficult to achieve as a
non-home rule community

a higher credit rating results in lower borrowing costs
Create opportunities to collaborate with and assist local businesses

new revenues could be used to help support local business

        1% Home Rule sales tax

More Local Control for Local Officials



Revenue Diversity and Sharing Road Costs 
with All Users

Non-residents who visit Barrington benefit from

public services and road improvement that are

funded through resident property taxes.
Residents

New revenues generated as a home rule community,

such as a home rule sales tax*, and amusement tax,

could be dedicated to expanding the road

maintenance program and other system

improvements.

Those revenues, which include non-resident

collections, can provide an opportunity to reduce

the Village's reliance on property taxes to provide

what residents need and want, just as Barrington

residents contribute to the tax base of other home

rule communities they visit.

Non-Residents



*Home rule sales tax does not apply to groceries, medicine, 

or automobile sales. 





How Does Home Rule Affect Property Tax?
Currently, Property tax for the Village represents a small percentage of the total tax bill (7%)

Remember, the Village receives only a small portion of your property tax bill (just 7%)! Having
additional sources of revenue that include, in part, non-resident collections can provide a
major source of funding for Village improvements that residents need and want. 

If Barrington were to become a Home Rule community, the Village Board, by ordinance
adopted on September 12, 2022, has declared that the Village will abide by the current non-
Home Rule tax cap on property taxes.



Personnel Costs, Commodities & Equipment, and Contractual
95.1%

Infrastructure
4.9%

The Village's main operating fund is the General Fund. The General Fund accounts for all core
services (except water delivery and treatment)

95% of the Village general fund is dedicated to
providing basic public services such as: Police,
Fire, Public Works and other Village services,
as well as commodities such as fuel, salt,
energy, and other miscellaneous items.

That leaves just 5% of the General Fund budget
for creating, repairing and improving
infrastructure and other unforeseen expenses. 

Home Rule revenues could be designated for Village
improvements.

Where Does the Money Go?



Continuous review of appropriate staffing levels combined with
process improvement to maintain a lean workforce (10 percent
decrease over the last five years)

Leverage pooled risk for liability and health insurance. The Village is an
active participant in two insurance pools that annually generate
savings as measured against national trends.

Seeks joint purchasing opportunities to reduce costs. 

Shared employee with Palatine to provide forestry services

Joint purchase of front-line equipment with Fox River Grove

Participates in many municipalities in joint bidding to on common

expenses to attain economies of scale

Triple crown award winner for financial transparency

The Village Board has consistently adopted fiscally responsible Budgets

History of Financial Prudence



More Extensive Capital Program with 
Home Rule Revenues Drainage & 

Water/Sewer System

Ecology & Open SpaceStreets

Sidewalks & Pavers

Beautification



Yes, but there is a strong chance
the increases will be less as a
home rule community

Frequently Asked Questions

Will Home Rule
automatically increase
my property taxes?

No. In fact, the Village Board, by ordinance
adopted on September 12, 2022, has
declared that the Village will abide by the
current non-Home Rule tax cap on property
taxes.

If I vote for Home Rule is
the change permanent?

No. The community has the
ability to seek a referendum to
return to non-Home Rule status.
It can be changed.

How should I
vote?

You must decide after
evaluating the facts. 

Is it common for
communities to become
Home Rule by referendum?

68% of existing Home Rule
communities are a result of
voter election. The rest were
automatic due to population.

How will Home Rule
revenue be spent? Much of it will be used to

improve roads, sidewalks
and quality of life
improvements.

For more Q&As, go to barrington-il.gov/homerule



ELECTION DAY
IS NOV. 8

To learn more about the 2022 Home Rule Referendum, 
visit: barrington-il.gov/homerule


