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Enhancing Safety at Our Rail Crossings
February 5, 2024

Thank you for the many thoughtful comments and suggestions we have received over the last several
days in the wake of our rail crossing tragedy. Here is information to answer questions we have received
and to keep you informed.

Immediate Actions

Safety Education & Enforcement: Over the next few weeks, Barrington Police, alongside Metra and
Union Pacific (UP) safety officials, will increase their presence at rail crossings to educate and reinforce
safety rules. Uniformed officers will be visible during key times to remind pedestrians of all ages about the
importance of rail safety.

Signage: Additional signage and pavement markings are being introduced at pedestrian rail crossings,
where appropriate. Signs are being fabricated and will be installed promptly.

Upcoming Actions

Pedestrian Crossing Gates: During recent discussions with the Illinois Commerce Commission (ICC) and
the Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT), Village officials have asked these agencies to support
additional pedestrian gates at the UP crossings on Hough Street and Cook and Main Streets as the ICC and
IDOT prepare for a planned project at these locations.

Elimination of Rail Crossings: The underpass project at Route 14 and the Canadian National (CN) tracks
will remove the intersection of train tracks, roads, and pedestrian paths, ensuring safer passage for
vehicles and pedestrians. Construction begins this year.

Additionally, federal funding has been secured for the preliminary engineering design of a pedestrian
underpass at Main Street and the CN tracks. This crossing is used by many students each day and this
pedestrian underpass will safely connect the Village Center and Barrington High School.

Partnering on Safety Education: During a meeting with District 220 last week, the district indicated it is
reviewing instructional practices as they pertain to rail safety education. The Village has and will continue
to share additional resources and learning opportunities from our rail safety education partners CN, ICC,
Metra, Operation Lifesaver, and UP.

How Community Members Can Contribute to Rail Crossing Safety

Educate: Take advantage of the many available safety resources on crossing safety for yourself and your
family.

Model Safe Behavior: Demonstrate safe behavior at rail crossings, whether walking or driving, to set an
example for children and fellow community members.

Advocacy: Collective engagement in expressing support for planned safety improvements amplifies our
impact. As we plan future safety projects, the Village may ask for residents to help advocate for safety
infrastructure improvement funding from outside agencies.



