
 MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE PRESIDENT AND BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Monday, January 27, 2025 
200 S. Hough Street, Barrington, Illinois 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
The Regular Meeting of the President and Board of Trustees was called to order by Village President Karen Darch at 
7:30 p.m. on Monday, January 27, 2025 at Barrington Village Hall, 200 S. Hough Street, Barrington, IL.  
Police Chief Dave Daigle led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
ROLL CALL 

Upon roll being called the following answered present: Trustees Jason Lohmeyer, Todd Sholeen, Jennifer 

Wondrasek, Mike Moran, Brian Prigge and President Karen Darch. Trustee Kate Duncan was absent. The following 

personnel attended the meeting: Scott Anderson, Village Manager; Marie Hansen, Deputy Village Manager, Dave 

Daigle, Police Chief; John Christian, Fire Chief; Jennifer Tennant, Director, Development Services; Kevin Fecske, 

Public Works; Katrina Hanna, Director of Finance; Heidi Neu, Human Resources Director; Fred Braun, Director of 

Public Works; and Becky Wyskochil, Communications Manager. In addition, the following personnel attended the 

meeting: Lauren Klauer; Jim Dillon; Jesse Rojo; Roma Khan; Abby Neton; Daniel McLeppin; Alexis Hanan; Katy 

Morris; Angelina Fasolo; Anna Gabriela; Paige Shinickey; Bode Dixon; Sophia Sovinich; and Steve Zalusky, 

reporter. 

 

In compliance with the provisions of Chapter 11, "Rules for Participation in Meetings via Electronic Means" of Title 

1, "Administration", of the Village of Barrington Village Code, the following participated in said meeting via 

electronic means: None. 

CONSIDERATION OF MODIFICATIONS TO AGENDA: 
President Karen Darch asked the Board if there were any additions, corrections or deletions to the Agenda that was 
presented. The following change was requested by President Darch: Staff Reports will occur prior to Persons to be 
Heard from the Floor. 
 
MOTION:  A motion was duly made by Trustee Moran and seconded by Trustee Prigge to set the Agenda as 
modified above. 
 
ROLL CALL:  Trustee Lohmeyer, aye; Trustee Sholeen, aye; Trustee Wondrasek, aye; Trustee Duncan, absent; 
Trustee Moran, aye; Trustee Prigge, aye; and President Darch, aye. President Darch declared the motion passed. 
 
STAFF REPORTS:  
Scott Anderson provided an update regarding multiple Village railroad safety projects for pedestrians. The following 
is his report: 
 
The Village is actively working on a number of rail safety projects. 
 
Last Friday, after 15 years of work, a preconstruction meeting was held for the Route 14 Grade Separation project. 
As part of this project, the roadway and pedestrian routes will be fully separated from the railroad tracks. A new 
multi-use path for pedestrians and bicyclists will be installed to further safety and connectivity in the Village. 
 
On tonight’s agenda, the Board will be considering approval of a Phase I study to evaluate a pedestrian grade 
separation at the Canadian National Railway (CN) crossing on Main Street just east of the high school. Efforts for 
this project began four years ago, and this work will review all options to separate pedestrians from the railroad 
tracks. In the meantime, CN will be installing pedestrian gates at this location. While this work has been planned for 
a while, it was just recently scheduled, and the Village was able to coordinate with the project team so that the 
majority of work will take place over spring break to minimize disruption to students, buses, and pedestrian and 
vehicular traffic. 
 
As to pedestrian gates, the railroad owns the property where the gates will be installed and is responsible for 
installation. The ICC has jurisdiction to administer and enforce safety requirements for track, facilities, and 
equipment belonging to all railroads in Illinois and must approve the installation of pedestrian gates. The Village has 
been participating in the design and petition process with IDOT to help achieve ICC authorization for pedestrian 
gates at Union Pacific crossings, including Hough Street, Main Street and Hillside Avenue.   
 



To keep the community informed, we have created a dedicated pedestrian gate page on our website for project 
updates and will share new information as it becomes available through this page and other Village communication 
channels. 
 
While we, too, wish this process was easier and faster, the legal proceedings to secure pedestrian gate authorization 
will take time. We understand and often share the public's frustration but remain committed to doing everything in 
our control to keep this project moving forward as quickly as possible and will keep the public informed throughout 
the process. 
 
We thank the community for sharing its feedback and support as we continue our efforts to enhance public safety in 
Barrington.  
 

PERSONS TO BE HEARD FROM THE FLOOR – CITIZEN'S REGISTRATION COMMENTS. The 

following personnel spoke to the group regarding railroad safety for pedestrians: Roma Khan, Abby Neton, Daniel 

McLeppin, Alexis Hanan, Katy Morris, Angelina Fasolo, Anna Gabriela, Paige Shinickey, Bode Dixon, and Sophia 

Sovinich. 

 
REPORTS OF VILLAGE OFFICIALS:  
 
1. VILLAGE PRESIDENT’S REPORT: President Darch provided the following comments: 

1) She responded to the Public Comments that were received tonight. The following is a summary of her 
report. 

a. All of the Board members are parents, and they can all sympathize with the feelings of pain due 
to the loss of a loved one and friend. 

b. The Village is doing what we can do to install pedestrian gates at railroad crossings. The Village 
cannot install pedestrian gates. Only the railroad can do that. The location where pedestrian 
gates are installed is railroad property. 

c. There is a process to install pedestrian gates, and the Village is only a part of that process. We 
are doing what we can to speed that process along. The ICC and the railroad control the process 
and the timing. The Village has been working on that process since the January 2024 accident 
occurred. 

d. There was some misinformation mentioned tonight, and she spoke to clarify the facts. The 2013 
incident with a child did not involve a pedestrian crossing. Pedestrian gates had no relevance in 
the 2013 accident. 

e. A pedestrian underpass at the CN tracks on Main Street has been worked on by the Village for 
several years. The location of this proposed pedestrian underpass is near the high school. This 
project has been planned in anticipation of the number of students who cross and will continue 
to cross there daily. Separating the pedestrian crossing from the railroad will improve and 
ensure pedestrian safety.  

f. All of us are concerned about safety and this is our Number 1 job. The Village of Barrington is 
doing everything that we can do to make our town safe. 

g. Please learn from this experience. Barrington is a railroad town. We need to keep in mind that 
there are multiple Metra and CN trains on a daily basis. We all need to keep ourselves safe 24 
hours a day, 7 days a week. Safety is critical every day, not just on school days. 

h. She then spoke about quiet zones at railroad crossings. Quiet zones exist from Vernon Hills to 
Elgin. Barrington is part of the quiet zone. However, a quiet zone means that a train does not 
need to sound its horn every time it passes through town. When a train engineer sees anything 
on the tracks that does not belong there such as an animal, a person, a car, then the engineer 
sounds the horn. When trains are passing each other, they sound their horns. A quiet zone does 
not mean no horns, it means not constant horns. Train horn sounds will be used in a quiet zone 
to warn people. 

i. Stop, look and listen when approaching railroad tracks. 
j. If you have any questions about pedestrian railroad safety, please talk to President Darch or any 

of the trustees. 
 

2) Trustee Jason Lohmeyer then spoke about the Route 14 Underpass Project, which will start very soon. 
This project has taken approximately 15 years for construction to start. This is much faster than normal 
for this type of project, by about 10 years. It’s important to distinguish between the two different 
underpass projects being discussed tonight. The other underpass we have mentioned tonight is a 
pedestrian underpass near the high school at the CN tracks. An Engineering Phase I study is being 
pursued right now by the Village for this pedestrian underpass near the high school. 

 
 



2. COMMITTEE REPORTS. None. 
 
3. CONSENT AGENDA - Consideration of an "Omnibus Vote (*)." 
 Illinois Municipalities may adopt by a single roll call vote of the Village Board and Village President a 

group of assorted ordinances, resolutions, motions and orders by an Omnibus Vote.  The Omnibus Vote 
shall be taken following the unanimous consent by the President and Board as to the items to be included in 
such vote.  Any Trustee or the President may request that any item proposed to be included in an "Omnibus 
Vote" not be included in that vote. 

  
i. CONSIDERATION RE: Motion to take a single roll call vote on the question of passage of 

Agenda items designated by an asterisk (*) for voting purposes on the Consent Agenda. The 
motion requires unanimous consent of the President and Board of Trustees.  

 
President Darch identified those items to be included on the Consent Agenda. 
 
ii. CONSIDERATION RE:  Motion to approve by an omnibus vote those Ordinances, 

Resolutions, Motions and Orders contained on the Consent Agenda and designated by an 
asterisk (*) by an omnibus vote. Pursuant to 65 ILCS 5/3.1-40-40, a single roll call vote of the 
Village Board of Trustees and the President on a group of ordinances, resolutions, orders, and/ or 
motions.  

 
*a. MOTION: Authorizing Staff to Proceed with the Hiring of one Engineering Project Manager  

 
*b. MOTION: Authorizing Staff to Proceed with the Hiring of one Accounting Assistant 

 
*c. RESOLUTION#  :Granting Approvals for a Mother’s Day 5K Run/Walk on May 11, 2025, 

Sponsored by the Wings Program 
 
*d. ORDINANCE#  :Amending Title 1, “Administration”, of the Village of Barrington 

Village Code (Re: Chapter 14, “Fees, Charges, Deposits, and Other Amounts Payable to the 
Village”) 

 
*e. ORDINANCE#  :Authorizing and Approving the Purchase of a New Breathing Air 

Module Compressor and Other Equipment for Use by the Barrington Fire Department 
 
*f. ORDINANCE#  :Accepting a Transfer and Assignment from M/I Homes of Chicago to 

the Village of Barrington, Title to and Dedication to the Village of Barrington of Certain 
Improvements Located within the Brentwood Subdivision 

 
*g. ORDINANCE#  : Approving and Authorizing Amendment Number 1 with Kimley-Horn 

and Associates, Inc. For Professional Engineering and Design Services to be Provided to the Village 
of Barrington Relative to Park Avenue Design Plans 

 

*h. ORDINANCE#  :Approving, Authorizing, and Ratifying the Execution of a “Preliminary 
Engineering Services Agreement Between the Village of Barrington and Civiltech Engineering, 
Inc.” Relative to Main Street Pedestrian Grade Separation Improvements.  

 
MOTION:  A motion was duly made by Trustee Sholeen and seconded by Trustee Prigge to approve the 
taking of a single roll call vote to adopt and create a Consent Agenda, consisting of Items 3ii*a, 3ii*b, 
3ii*c, 3ii*d, 3ii*e, 3ii*f, 3ii*g, and 3ii*h as presented. 

 
ROLL CALL: Trustee Lohmeyer, aye; Trustee Sholeen, aye; Trustee Wondrasek, aye; Trustee Duncan, 
absent; Trustee Moran, aye; Trustee Prigge, aye; and President Darch, aye. President Darch declared the 
motion to take a single roll call vote to adopt and create the Consent Agenda passed unanimously. 

 
MOTION:  A motion was duly made by Trustee Lohmeyer seconded by Trustee Prigge to approve the 
Consent Agenda, consisting of Items 3ii*a, 3ii*b, 3ii*c, 3ii*d, 3ii*e, 3ii*f, 3ii*g, and 3ii*h as presented. 

 
ROLL CALL:  Trustee Lohmeyer, aye; Trustee Sholeen, aye; Trustee Wondrasek, aye; Trustee Duncan, 
absent; Trustee Moran, aye; Trustee Prigge, aye; and President Darch, aye. President Darch declared the 
motion to take a single roll call vote to approve the Consent Agenda passed unanimously. 
 

4. PAYMENT OF BILLS: CONSIDERATION RE: MOTION TO APPROVE 



WARRANTS LIST –1/27/2025 - $1,530,313.16 (Expenditures and Payroll - All Funds) 
 

MOTION:  A motion was duly made by Trustee Lohmeyer and seconded by Trustee Sholeen to approve 
the payment of bills included in the Warrants List for the period ending 1/27/2025 in the amount of  
$1,530,313.16 as presented. 

 
ROLL CALL: Trustee Lohmeyer, aye; Trustee Sholeen, aye; Trustee Wondrasek, aye; Trustee Duncan, 
absent; Trustee Moran, aye; Trustee Prigge, aye; and President Darch, aye.  President Darch declared the 
motion passed. 
 
READING OF MINUTES - CHANGES, CORRECTIONS, APPROVAL:  
 

MOTION: A motion was duly made by Trustee Prigge and seconded by Trustee Sholeen to approve the 
minutes of the January 13, 2025 Meeting of the Corporate Authorities, as presented. 

 
ROLL CALL:  Trustee Lohmeyer, aye; Trustee Sholeen, aye; Trustee Wondrasek, aye; Trustee Duncan, 
absent; Trustee Moran, aye; Trustee Prigge, aye; and President Darch, aye. President Darch declared the 
motion passed. 
 
COMMENTS - "ROUND THE TABLE" 

 
Trustee Lohmeyer – The Village has been actively working on pedestrian gates for a number of years. We 
have worked with the railroads on these projects. An example includes the pedestrian gates near Heinen’s on 
Hough St. There are process steps which require engineering, environmental studies and ADA compliance 
prior to installing pedestrian gates. 

 
Trustee Sholeen – He is glad that several of the students were still there in attendance at the end of the 
Board Meeting. Everyone had an opportunity to speak tonight during the Public Comments section of the 
meeting. We want everyone to be aware of railroad safety. He also mentioned that Suzanne Gibbons 
recently passed away. She was a past president of the Rotary, and she was very involved in the community. 
She will be missed. 

 
Trustee Wondrasek – She thanked the students for coming to the Board meeting tonight to support Marin 
Lacson. Additionally, she indicated that it is a long and arduous process to work with CN, IDOT, Metra, 
the UP and the ICC to install pedestrian gates. It is good that the students want to affect change. However, 
when contacting the appropriate authorities to request changes to the process, please have all of the correct 
information to make a good proposal for a specific project. 

 
Trustee Duncan – Absent. 

 
Trustee Moran –  He expressed his thanks to the students who came to the Board Meeting tonight. He 
mentioned that the Village is doing everything we can, as expeditiously as possible, to get pedestrian gates 
installed. In some cases, the messaging that comes to the Board is not always correct. Please dive deep to 
understand the facts. We are happy to meet with anyone to talk through this process, However, it could take 
years to complete these projects. This is unfortunate, but it is true. 

 
Trustee Prigge – We are working through the process to install pedestrian gates as expeditiously as 
possible. He indicated that if anyone has any questions or concerns, then these residents should send an 
email to the trustees, and they will respond. We are here to be accessible. If anyone does send an email to 
him, his cell number will be in his response. 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

President Darch noted that the next regular Village Board Meeting will be held on Monday, February 10, 2025 at 

7:30 PM in the Village Board Room.   

 

ADJOURNMENT 

MOTION:  A motion was duly made by Trustee Sholeen and seconded by Trustee Lohmeyer to adjourn the 

Regular Meeting of the President and Board of Trustees on Monday, January 27, 2025 at 8:29 p.m. 



A voice vote was then called following which President Darch declared the motion to adjourn had been unanimously 
adopted and the meeting was adjourned.   
  
      
Tony Ciganek, Village Clerk  
 


	ROLL CALL

