
What is the BUILD Legislation?

In February, Governor Pritzker presented the Building Up Illinois 
Developments (BUILD) agenda, which includes proposals to 
preempt local zoning, aimed at addressing middle housing      
(2 to 8-unit building) supply and affordability. The legislation 
includes a Home Rule preemption that prohibits municipalities 
from opting out of it, unlike other laws impacting zoning, such 
as video gaming and recreational cannabis.
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*The minimum lot size currently permitted in the Village is 7,500 sq. ft. Typical lots in the Village range between 6,800 sq. ft. in the historic area of town 
to 20,000 sq. ft. in larger subdivisions like Fox Point. This means all single-family residential lots in the Village would qualify for a 6 or 8-unit building.

What does BUILD mean for Barrington?

The legislation requires municipalities to allow the construction or 
conversion of middle housing on any residential lot. Density is 
determined by lot size. This means that the lot next door to you 
could be converted into a multi-family dwelling at any time by 
simply obtaining a building permit. This proposal would 
override local zoning and require municipalities like Barrington to 
allow multi-family housing on nearly every residential lot.

BUILD Legislation Summary (HB 5626) and its 
Impact in the Village of Barrington

2,500 sq. ft. or less

2,500 sq. ft. to 5,000 sq. ft.

5,000 sq. ft. to 7,500 sq. ft.

Over 7,500 sq. ft.

 1 dwelling unit

Up to 4 dwelling units

Up to 6 dwelling units

Up to 8 dwelling units

Lot Size* Number of Units Permitted by Right Under BUILD
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To view the full text of HB 5626 and its status, 
scan the QR code or visit bit.ly/4cvdAFY.

Why does the Village Oppose BUILD?
• BUILD takes a “one size fits all” approach to the need for

additional housing in some areas of the state.

• BUILD does not encourage the preservation of the existing
affordable housing stock. If BUILD passes, Barrington’s
affordable single-family homes will likely be lost to
demolition and replaced with multi-family dwellings.

• BUILD legislation removes local control, does not reflect
the character of our neighborhoods, and could place
additional strain on parking, infrastructure and schools.

• The Village continues to consider new housing when it
makes sense for our community and infrastructure. Since
2017, the Village has added 155 new townhome and multi-
family units, and 149 additional units are currently pending.
These developments have all gone through the Village's 
public plan commission process, which helps to shape and 
refine proposals so they align with the Village's ordinances 
and comprehensive plan. BUILD legislation removes this 
public process for middle housing.

What is the Village doing?

The Village is educating our residents about this legislation, 
working with the Northwest Municipal Conference to 
oppose this bill, working with our regional partners on 
alternatives to this legislation that make sense for our 
communities, and Village President Mike Moran is reaching 
out to our state elected officials and bill sponsors to oppose 
this legislation.

What Can You Do?

Contact your state representatives and senators, as well as 
the six bill sponsors (none of whom represent suburban 
communities), to oppose this bill. Find your district officials 
at bit.ly/41BEWFs.

Other Key Components of BUILD

• No more than 0.5 parking spaces per unit can be required. Currently, a 2-bed unit requires two parking spaces.

• Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs), essentially a second home on a single lot, will be permitted on all residential lots without the
ability to impose parking requirements or impact fees to address the strain on public services provided by the school, park and
library districts.

• Establish a state-wide impact fee formula. The formula will not be established until after the legislation is approved. This
provides no assurance that the formula will address the needs of our community.

• Allows builders to seek 3rd party inspectors or plan reviewers if the Village does not meet certain turnaround times or deadlines.
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